Genesis
The Beginning

1

		 In the beg inn ing God create d the heavens and
the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empt y,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the
Spirit of God was hoveri ng over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let t here be l ight,” and t here was l ight.
4 God saw that the l ight was good, and he sepa r ate d
5 God

c alled the l ight
the l ight from the darkness.
“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And t here
was even ing, and t here was morni ng — t he f irst day.
6 And God said, “Let t here be a v ault bet ween the wa
ters to sepa r ate water from water.” 7 So God made
the v ault and sepa r ate d the water under the v ault
from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God c alled
the v ault “sky.” And t here was even ing, and t here
was morni ng — t he second day.
9 And God said, “Let the wat er under the sky be gath
ered to one place, and let dry g round appear.” And it
was so. 10 God c alled the dry g round “land,” and the
gathered waters he c alled “seas.” And God saw that
it was good.
				 11 Then God said, “Let the land produce veget a
tion: seed-beari ng plants and t rees on the land that
bear f ruit with seed in it, accordi ng to t heir various
k inds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced veget a
tion: plants beari ng seed acc ordi ng to t heir k inds
and t rees beari ng f ruit with seed in it accordi ng to
t heir k inds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And
t here was even ing, and t here was morni ng — t he
t hird day.
14 And God said, “Let t here be l ights in the v ault of the
sky to sepa rate the day from the n ight, and let them
s erve as signs to mark s acred times, and days and
years, 15 and let them be l ights in the v ault of the
sky to give l ight on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God
made two g reat l ights — t he greater l ight to govern
the day and the lesser l ight to govern the n ight. He
also made the stars. 17 God set them in the v ault of
the sky to give l ight on the earth, 18 to govern the day
and the n ight, and to sepa rate l ight from darkness.
And God saw that it was good. 19 And t here was eve
ning, and t here was morni ng — t he fourth day.
20 And God said, “Let the wat er teem with livi ng crea
tures, and let birds fly above the e arth across the
v ault of the sky.” 21 So God create d the g reat crea
tures of the sea and every livi ng t hing with w hich
the water teems and that moves about in it, accord
ing to t heir k inds, and every w inged bird acc ord
ing to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God
blessed them and said, “Be fruitf ul and inc rease in
numb er and fill the wat er in the seas, and let the
birds inc rease on the earth.” 23 And t here was eve
ning, and t here was morni ng — t he f ifth day.
24 And God said, “Let the land produce livi ng creat ures
acc ordi ng to t heir k inds: the lives tock, the crea
tures that move a long the g round, and the wild
ani mals, each accordi ng to its kind.” And it was so.
25 God made the wild ani m als acc ordi ng to t heir
k inds, the livestock accordi ng to t heir k inds, and all
the creat ures that move a long the g round accordi ng
to t heir k inds. And God saw that it was good.

				 26 Then God said, “Let us make mank ind in our
ima ge, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild ani mals, a and over all the
creat ures that move a long the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,
		 in the image of God he created them;
		 male and female he created them.

				 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitf ul
and inc rease in number; fill the earth and subdue
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky and over every livi ng creat ure that moves on the
ground.”
				 29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bear
ing plant on the face of the w hole earth and every
tree that has f ruit with seed in it. They will be yours
for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all
the birds in the sky and all the creat ures that move
along the g round — e veryt hing that has the breath
of life in it — I give every g reen plant for food.” And
it was so.
				 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good. And t here was even ing, and t here was morn
ing — t he sixth day.

2

		 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed
in all t heir vast array.

2 By

the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doi ng; so on the seventh day he rested from all
his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy, bec ause on it he reste d from all the
work of creati ng that he had done.

Adam and Eve
4 This is the acc ount of the heavens and the earth when
they were create d, when the Lord God made the earth
and the heavens.
5 Now no s hrub had yet app eared on the e arth b and
no plant had yet s prung up, for the Lord God had not
sent rain on the earth and t here was no one to work the
g round, 6 but streams c came up from the earth and wa
tered the w hole surf ace of the g round. 7 Then the Lord
God formed a man d from the dust of the g round and
breathed into his nost rils the breath of life, and the man
bec ame a livi ng bei ng.
8 Now the Lord God had plante d a gard en in the
east, in Eden; and t here he put the man he had formed.
9 The Lord God made all k inds of t rees grow out of the
g round — t rees that were pleasi ng to the eye and good for
food. In the midd le of the garden were the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river wat eri ng the garden f lowed from Eden; from
t here it was sepa rated into four headw aters. 11 The name
of the f irst is the Pishon; it w inds t hrough the ent ire land
of Havi lah, w here t here is gold. 12 (The gold of that land
is good; arom atic resi n e and onyx are also t here.) 13 The
name of the second river is the Gihon; it w inds t hrough
the ent ire land of Cush. f 14 The name of the t hird river is
the Tig ris; it runs a long the east side of Ashu r. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.

a 26
d7

e 12

Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth    b 5 Or land ; also in verse 6    c 6 Or mist   
The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah) ; it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).   
Or good; pearls    f 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia   
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302 | Psalm 22:28
28 for dominion belongs to the Lord
		 and he rules over the nations.
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship;

		

all who go down to the dust will kneel before
him — 
		 those who cannot keep themselves alive.
30 Posterity will serve him;
		 future generations will be told about the Lord.
31 They will proclaim his righteousness,
		 declaring to a people yet unborn:
		 He has done it!

Psalm 23
A psalm of David.
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.

2
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
		he leads me beside quiet waters,
3
he refreshes my soul.
		He guides me along the right paths
		 for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
		 through the darkest valley, a
		I will fear no evil,
		 for you are with me;
		your rod and your staff,
		 they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
		 in the presence of my enemies.
		You anoint my head with oil;
		 my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
		 all the days of my life,
		and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
		 forever.

Psalm 24
Of David. A psalm.
1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
		 the world, and all who live in it;
2 for he founded it on the seas
		 and established it on the waters.
3 Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?
		 Who may stand in his holy place?
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
		 who does not trust in an idol
		 or swear by a false god. b
5 They will receive blessing from the Lord
		 and vindication from God their Savior.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,
		 who seek your face, God of Jacob. c , d
7 Lift up your heads, you gates;
		 be lifted up, you ancient doors,
		 that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?
		 The Lord strong and mighty,
		 the Lord mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, you gates;
		 lift them up, you ancient doors,
		 that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory?
		 The Lord Almighty — 
		 he is the King of glory.

Psalm 25 e
Of David.
1 In you, Lord my God,

		

I put my trust.

2 I trust in you;

		 do not let me be put to shame,
		 nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 No one who hopes in you
		 will ever be put to shame,
		but shame will come on those
		 who are treacherous without cause.
4 Show me your ways, Lord,
		 teach me your paths.
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me,
		 for you are God my Savior,
		 and my hope is in you all day long.
6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love,
		 for they are from of old.
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth
		 and my rebellious ways;
		according to your love remember me,
		 for you, Lord, are good.
8 Good and upright is the Lord;
		 therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.
9 He guides the humble in what is right
		 and teaches them his way.
10 All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful
		 toward those who keep the demands of his
covenant.
11 For the sake of your name, Lord,
		 forgive my iniquity, though it is great.
12 Who, then, are those who fear the Lord?
		 He will instruct them in the ways they should
choose. f
13 They will spend their days in prosperity,
		 and their descendants will inherit the land.
14 The Lord confides in those who fear him;
		 he makes his covenant known to them.
15 My eyes are ever on the Lord,
		 for only he will release my feet from the snare.
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
		 for I am lonely and afflicted.
17 Relieve the troubles of my heart
		 and free me from my anguish.
18 Look on my affliction and my distress
		 and take away all my sins.
19 See how numerous are my enemies
		 and how fiercely they hate me!
20 Guard my life and rescue me;
		 do not let me be put to shame,
		 for I take refuge in you.
21 May integrity and uprightness protect me,
		 because my hope, Lord, g is in you.
22 Deliver Israel, O God,
		 from all their troubles!

Psalm 26
Of David.
1	Vindicate me, Lord,

		 for I have led a blameless life;
		I have trusted in the Lord
		 and have not faltered.

a4

Or the valley of the shadow of death    b 4 Or swear falsely    c 6 Two Hebrew manuscripts and Syriac (see also Septuagint); most Hebrew
manuscripts face, Jacob    d 6 The Hebrew has Selah (a word of uncertain meaning) here and at the end of verse 10.    e This psalm is an
acrostic poem, the verses of which begin with the successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet.    f 12 Or ways he chooses    g 21 Septuagint;
Hebrew does not have Lord.   
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Matthew
The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah

1

This is the genea log y a of Jesus the Messia h b the son
of Dav id, the son of Abraham:

2 Abrah am was the fat her of Isaac,
		Isaac the fat her of Jacob,
		Jacob the fat her of Judah and his brothers,
3 Judah the fat her of Perez and Zer ah, w hose moth
er was Tamar,
		Perez the fat her of Hezron,
		Hezron the fat her of Ram,
4 Ram the fat her of Amm inad ab,
		Amm inadab the fat her of Nahshon,
		Nahshon the fat her of Salmon,
5 Salm on the fat her of Boaz, w hose mothe r was
Rahab,
		Boaz the fat her of Obed, w hose mother was Ruth,
		Obed the fat her of Jesse,
6 and Jess e the fat her of King Dav id.

		Dav id was the fat her of Solomon, whose mother had
been Uria h’s wife,
7 Solomon the fat her of Rehob oa m,
		Rehoboa m the fat her of Abijah,
		Abijah the fat her of Asa,
8 Asa the fat her of Jehoshaphat,
		Jehoshaphat the fat her of Jehoram,
		Jehoram the fat her of Uzz ia h,
9 Uzz ia h the fat her of Jot ham,
		Jot ham the fat her of Ahaz,
		Ahaz the fat her of Hezek ia h,
10 Hezek ia h the fat her of Man ass eh,
		Manasseh the fat her of Amon,
		Amon the fat her of Josia h,
11 and Jos ia h the fat her of Jecon ia h c and his broth
ers at the time of the exi le to Baby lon.
12 Aft er the exi le to Baby lon:
		Jecon ia h was the fat her of Shea lt iel,
		Shea lt iel the fat her of Zer ubbabel,
13 Zer ubbab el the fat her of Abihud,
		Abihud the fat her of Elia k im,
		Elia k im the fat her of Azor,
14 Azor the fat her of Zadok,
		Zadok the fat her of Akim,
		Akim the fat her of Elihud,
15 Elihud the fat her of Ele a z ar,
		Elea z ar the fat her of Matt han,
		Matt han the fat her of Jacob,
16 and Jac ob the fat her of Jos eph, the husb and of
Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who
is c alled the Messia h.
17 Thus t here were fourt een gene ra t ions in all from
Abrah am to Dav id, fourteen from Dav id to the exi le to
Baby lon, and fourteen from the exi le to the Messia h.

Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the b irth of Jesus the Mess ia h came
a bout d : His mother Mary was pledged to be marr ied to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to
be pregn ant t hrough the Holy Spirit. 19 Bec ause Jos eph
her husband was faithf ul to the law, and yet e did not want

to expose her to publ ic disg race, he had in mind to di
vorce her quietly.
20 But aft er he had cons ide red this, an ang el of the
Lord appeared to him in a d ream and said, “Joseph son
of Dav id, do not be a fraid to take Mary home as your wife,
bec ause what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the
name Jesus, f bec ause he will save his people from t heir
sins.”
22 All this took place to fulf ill what the Lord had said
t hrough the prophe t: 23 “The virg in will conc eive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him Imm anuel” g
(which means “God with us”).
24 When Jos eph woke up, he did what the angel of the
Lord had comm ande d him and took Mary home as his
wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marr iage unt il
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.

The Magi Visit the Messiah

2

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, duri ng
the time of King Herod, Magi h from the east came to
Jer us alem 2 and a sked, “Where is the one who has been
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”
3 When King Hero d heard this he was dist urbed, and
all Jer us alem with him. 4 When he had c alled togeth
er all the people’s c hief priests and teachers of the law,
he a sked them w here the Mess ia h was to be born. 5 “In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
prophet has written:
6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
		 are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah;
		for out of you will come a ruler
		 who will shepherd my people Israel.’ i ”
7 Then Hero d c alled the Magi sec retl y and f ound out
from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and s earch caref ull y
for the c hild. As soon as you find him, report to me, so
that I too may go and worship him.”
9 Aft er they had h eard the king, they went on t heir
way, and the star they had seen when it rose went a head
of them unt il it stopped over the place w here the c hild
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On
comi ng to the house, they saw the child with his mother
Mary, and they bowed down and wors hiped him. Then
they opened t heir treasures and presented him with g ifts
of gold, franki nc ense and m yrrh. 12 And havi ng been
warned in a d ream not to go back to Herod, they ret urned
to t heir count ry by another route.

The Escape to Egypt
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord app eared
to Jos eph in a d ream. “Get up,” he said, “take the c hild
and his mother and esc ape to Egypt. Stay t here unt il I tell
you, for Herod is goi ng to search for the child to kill him.”
14 So he got up, took the c hild and his mothe r duri ng
the n ight and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed unt il the
death of Herod. And so was fulf illed what the Lord had
said t hrough the prophet: “Out of Egypt I c alled my son.” j

a 1 Or is an account of the origin    b 1 Or Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both mean Anointed One; also in verse 18.   
c 11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in verse 12    d 18 Or The origin of Jesus the Messiah was like this    e 19 Or was a righteous man and    f 21 Jesus is
the Greek form of Joshua, which means the Lord saves.    g 23 Isaiah 7:14    h 1 Traditionally wise men    i 6 Micah 5:2,4    j 15 Hosea 11:1   
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Matthew 5:48
 rought to him all who were ill with various dise ase s,
b
t hose sufferi ng severe pain, the demon-possessed, t hose
havi ng seiz ures, and the para lyzed; and he healed them.
25 Large c rowds from Gali lee, the Dec apol is, a Jer us alem,
Judea and the reg ion across the Jordan followed him.

Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

5

Now when Jesus saw the c rowds, he went up on a
mount ains ide and sat down. His disc iples came to
him, 2 and he began to teach them.

The Beatitudes
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
		 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
		 for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
		 for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness,
		 for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
		 for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
		 for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
		 for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of
righteousness,
		 for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people ins ult you, pers ec ute
you and falsel y say all k inds of evil against you bec ause
of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, bec ause g reat is your re
ward in heaven, for in the same way they persec uted the
prophets who were before you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the e arth. But if the salt lose s its
salti ness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer
good for anyt hing, except to be t hrown out and trampled
underfoot.
14 “You are the l ight of the w orld. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden. 15 Neit her do people l ight a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
it g ives l ight to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way,
let your l ight shine before others, that they may see your
good d
 eeds and glor if y your Fat her in heaven.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not t hink that I have come to aboli sh the Law
or the Prophets; I have not come to aboli sh them but to
fulf ill them. 18 For truly I tell you, unt il heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear from the Law unt il ev
eryt hing is acc omplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets
a side one of the least of t hese comm ands and teache s
others accordi ngly will be c alled least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoe ver pract ice s and teache s t hese com
mands will be c alled g reat in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I tell you that unless your right eousness surpasse s
that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will
cert ainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

Murder
21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long
ago, ‘You s hall not murder, b and anyone who murders

| 539

will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone
who is ang ry with a brother or sister c ,d will be subject to
judgment. A gain, anyone who says to a brother or sister,
‘Raca,’ e is ans werable to the court. And anyone who says,
‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell.
23 “Theref ore, if you are off eri ng your gift at the alt ar
and t here remember that your brother or sister has some
thing against you, 24 leave your gift t here in f ront of the
alt ar. First go and be reconc iled to them; then come and
offer your gift.
25 “Sett le matt ers quickl y with your adv ers ary who
is taki ng you to c ourt. Do it w hile you are still together
on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge may hand you over to the off ic er,
and you may be t hrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you
will not get out unt il you have paid the last penny.

Adultery
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You s hall not com
mit adultery.’ f 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at
a woma n lustf ully has already comm itted adultery with
her in his heart. 29 If your r ight eye causes you to stum
ble, gouge it out and t hrow it away. It is better for you to
lose one part of your body than for your w hole body to be
t hrown into hell. 30 And if your r ight hand causes you to
stumble, cut it off and t hrow it away. It is better for you
to lose one part of your body than for your w hole body
to go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyo ne who div orce s his wife
must give her a cert ificate of divorce.’g 32 But I tell you that
anyone who divorces his wife, exc ept for sexua l immo
ralit y, makes her the vict im of adultery, and anyone who
marr ies a divorced woma n comm its adultery.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people
long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but fulf ill to the Lord
the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not s wear
an oath at all: eit her by heaven, for it is G od’s t hrone; 35 or
by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jer usalem, for it
is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not s wear by your
head, for you cannot make even one hair w hite or black.
37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anyt hing be
yond this comes from the evil one. h

Eye for Eye
38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and
t ooth for tooth.’ i 39 But I tell you, do not resist an evil per
son. If anyone slaps you on the r ight cheek, turn to them
the other c heek also. 40 And if anyone w ants to sue you
and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If any
one force s you to go one mile, go with them two m iles.
42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away
from the one who w
 ants to borrow from you.

Love for Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neigh
bor j and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your en
em ies and pray for t hose who persec ute you, 45 that you
may be child ren of your Fat her in heaven. He causes his
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and s ends rain on
the right eous and the unr ight eous. 46 If you love t hose
who love you, what rew ard will you get? Are not even the
tax collectors doi ng that? 47 And if you g reet only your
own people, what are you doi ng more than others? Do
not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your
heavenly Fat her is perfect.

a 25 That is, the Ten Cities    b 21 Exodus 20:13    c 22 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple,
whether man or woman; also in verse 23.    d 22 Some manuscripts brother or sister without cause    e 22 An Aramaic term of contempt   
f 27 Exodus 20:14    g 31 Deut. 24:1    h 37 Or from evil    i 38 Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21    j 43 Lev. 19:18   
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