Genesis
The Beginning

1

		 In the beg inn ing God create d the heavens and
the earth. 2 Now the e arth was formless and empt y,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the
Spirit of God was hoveri ng over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let t here be l ight,” and t here was l ight.
4 God saw that the l ight was good, and he sepa r ate d
5 God

c alled the l ight
the l ight from the darkness.
“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And t here
was even ing, and t here was morni ng — t he f irst day.
6 And God said, “Let t here be a v
 ault bet ween the wa
ters to sepa r ate water from water.” 7 So God made
the v ault and sepa r ate d the water under the v ault
from the water above it. And it was so. 8 God c alled
the v ault “sky.” And t here was even ing, and t here
was morni ng — t he second day.
9 And God said, “Let the wat er under the sky be gath
ered to one p
 lace, and let dry g round appear.” And it
was so. 10 God c alled the dry g round “land,” and the
gathered waters he c alled “seas.” And God saw that
it was good.
				 11 Then God said, “Let the land produce veget a
tion: seed-beari ng p
 lants and t rees on the land that
bear f ruit with seed in it, accordi ng to t heir various
k inds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced veget a
tion: plants beari ng seed acc ordi ng to t heir k inds
and t rees beari ng f ruit with seed in it accordi ng to
t heir k inds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And
t here was even ing, and t here was morning — t he
t hird day.
14 And God said, “Let t here be l ights in the v ault of the
sky to sepa rate the day from the n
 ight, and let them
s erve as signs to mark s acred times, and days and
years, 15 and let them be lights in the v ault of the
sky to give l ight on the e arth.” And it was so. 16 God
made two g reat l ights — t he greater l ight to govern
the day and the lesser l ight to govern the n
 ight. He
also made the stars. 17 God set them in the v ault of
the sky to give l ight on the e arth, 18 to govern the day
and the n ight, and to sepa rate l ight from darkness.
And God saw that it was good. 19 And t here was eve
ning, and t here was morni ng — t he fourth day.
20 And God said, “Let the wat er teem with livi ng crea
tures, and let b
 irds fly a bove the e arth a cross the
v ault of the sky.” 21 So God create d the g reat crea
tures of the sea and every livi ng t hing with w hich
the water t eems and that moves about in it, accord
ing to t heir k inds, and every w
 inged bird acc ord
ing to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God
blessed them and said, “Be fruitf ul and inc rease in
numb er and fill the wat er in the seas, and let the
birds inc rease on the earth.” 23 And t here was eve
ning, and t here was morni ng — t he f ifth day.
24 And God said, “Let the land produce livi ng creat ures
acc ording to t heir k inds: the lives tock, the crea
tures that move a long the g round, and the wild
ani mals, each accordi ng to its kind.” And it was so.
25 God made the wild anim als acc ording to t heir
k inds, the livestock accordi ng to t heir k inds, and all
the creat ures that move a long the g round accordi ng
to t heir k inds. And God saw that it was good.

				 26 Then God said, “Let us make mank ind in our
ima ge, in our likeness, so that they may rule over
the fish in the sea and the b
 irds in the sky, over the
livestock and all the wild ani mals, a and over all the
creat ures that move a long the ground.”
27 So God created mankind in his own image,
		 in the image of God he created them;
		 male and female he created them.

				 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitf ul
and inc rease in number; fill the earth and subdue
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the
sky and over every livi ng creat ure that moves on the
ground.”
				 29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bear
ing plant on the face of the w hole earth and every
tree that has f ruit with seed in it. They will be yours
for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all
the birds in the sky and all the creat ures that move
along the g round — e veryt hing that has the breath
of life in it — I give every g reen p
 lant for food.” And
it was so.
31
God saw all that he had made, and it was very
				
good. And t here was even ing, and t here was morn
ing — t he sixth day.

2

		 Thus the heavens and the e arth were completed
in all t heir vast array.

2 By

the seventh day God had finished the work he had
been doi ng; so on the seventh day he rested from all
his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and
made it holy, bec ause on it he reste d from all the
work of creati ng that he had done.

Adam and Eve
4 This is the acc ount of the heavens and the earth when
they were create d, when the Lord God made the earth
and the heavens.
5 Now no s
 hrub had yet app eared on the e arth b and
no plant had yet s prung up, for the Lord God had not
sent rain on the e arth and t here was no one to work the
g round, 6 but streams c came up from the e arth and wa
tered the w hole surf ace of the g round. 7 Then the Lord
God formed a man d from the dust of the g round and
breathed into his nost rils the breath of life, and the man
bec ame a livi ng bei ng.
8 Now the Lord God had plant
e d a gard en in the
east, in Eden; and t here he put the man he had formed.
9 The Lord God made all k
 inds of t rees grow out of the
g round — t rees that were pleasi ng to the eye and good for
food. In the midd le of the garden were the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river wat eri ng the garden f lowed from Eden; from
t here it was sepa rated into four headw aters. 11 The name
of the f irst is the Pishon; it w
 inds t hrough the ent ire land
of Havi lah, w here t here is gold. 12 (The gold of that land
is good; arom at ic resi n e and onyx are also t here.) 13 The
name of the second river is the Gihon; it w
 inds t hrough
the ent ire land of Cush. f 14 The name of the t hird river is
the Tig ris; it runs a long the east side of Ashu r. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.

a 26
d7

e 12

Probable reading of the original Hebrew text (see Syriac); Masoretic Text the earth    b 5 Or land ; also in verse 6    c 6 Or mist   
The Hebrew for man (adam) sounds like and may be related to the Hebrew for ground (adamah) ; it is also the name Adam (see verse 20).   
Or good; pearls    f 13 Possibly southeast Mesopotamia   
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15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Gar
den of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the Lord
God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any
tree in the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it
you will cert ainly die.”
18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be
a lone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the g round all
the wild ani mals and all the birds in the sky. He brought
them to the man to see what he would name them; and
whate ver the man c alled each livi ng creat ure, that was
its name. 20 So the man gave n ames to all the livestock,
the birds in the sky and all the wild ani mals.
But for Adam a no suitable helper was found. 21 So the
Lord God c aused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and
w hile he was sleepi ng, he took one of the m
 an’s ribs b and
then closed up the place with f lesh. 22 Then the Lord God
made a woma n from the rib c he had taken out of the man,
and he brought her to the man.
23 The man said,

		“This is now bone of my bones
		 and flesh of my flesh;
		she shall be called ‘woman,’
		 for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his fat her and mother and is
united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
25 Adam and his wife were both nak ed, and they felt
no shame.

The Fall

3

Now the serp ent was more c rafty than any of the
wild ani mals the Lord God had made. He said to the
woma n, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any
tree in the garden’?”
2 The woma n said to the serp ent, “We may eat f ruit
from the t rees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must
not eat f ruit from the tree that is in the midd le of the gar
den, and you must not t ouch it, or you will die.’ ”
4 “You will not cert ainl y die,” the serp ent said to the
woma n. 5 “For God k nows that when you eat from it your
eyes will be o
 pened, and you will be like God, knowi ng
good and evil.”
6 When the woma n saw that the f ruit of the tree was
good for food and pleasi ng to the eye, and also desirable
for gaini ng wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also
gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate
it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were o
 pened, and they
rea lized they were nak ed; so they s ewed fig leaves to
gether and made coveri ngs for themselves.
8 Then the man and his wife heard the s ound of the
Lord God as he was walki ng in the garden in the cool
of the day, and they hid from the Lord God a mong the
t rees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God c alled to the man,
“Where are you?”
10 He ans wered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was
a fraid bec ause I was naked; so I hid.”
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were nak ed?
Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not
to eat from?”
12 The man said, “The woma n you put here with me — 
she gave me some f ruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
13 Then the Lord God said to the woma n, “What is this
you have done?”
The woma n said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14 So the Lord God said to the serp ent, “Bec ause you
have done this,

		“Cursed are you above all livestock
		 and all wild animals!
		You will crawl on your belly
		 and you will eat dust
		 all the days of your life.
15 And I will put enmity
		 between you and the woman,
		 and between your offspring d and hers;
		he will crush e your head,
		 and you will strike his heel.”
16 To the woma n he said,

		“I will make your pains in childbearing very
severe;
		 with painful labor you will give birth to
children.
		Your desire will be for your husband,
		 and he will rule over you.”
17 To Adam he said, “Bec ause you list ened to your wife
and ate fruit from the tree about w hich I comm ande d
you, ‘You must not eat from it,’

		“Cursed is the ground because of you;
		 through painful toil you will eat food from it
		 all the days of your life.
18 It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
		 and you will eat the plants of the field.
19 By the sweat of your brow
		 you will eat your food
		until you return to the ground,
		 since from it you were taken;
		for dust you are
		 and to dust you will return.”
20 Adam f n amed his wife Eve, g bec ause she w ould be
come the mother of all the livi ng.
21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and
his wife and c lothed them. 22 And the Lord God said,
“The man has now become like one of us, knowi ng good
and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand
and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forev
er.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of
Eden to work the g round from w hich he had been taken.
24 Aft er he d
 rove the man out, he p
 laced on the east side h
of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming s word
flashi ng back and forth to g uard the way to the tree of
life.

Cain and Abel

4

Adam f made love to his wife Eve, and she bec ame
pregnant and gave birth to Cain. i She said, “With the
help of the Lord I have brought forth j a man.” 2 Later she
gave birth to his brother Abel.
Now Abel kept f locks, and Cain w
 orked the soil. 3 In
the course of time Cain brought some of the f ruits of the
soil as an offeri ng to the Lord. 4 And Abel also b
 rought
an offeri ng — f at port ions from some of the firstborn of
his f lock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his of
feri ng, 5 but on Cain and his offeri ng he did not look with
favor. So Cain was very ang ry, and his face was downcast.
6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you ang ry?
Why is your face downc ast? 7 If you do what is r ight, will
you not be acc epte d? But if you do not do what is r ight,
sin is crouchi ng at your door; it desires to have you, but
you must rule over it.”
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the
f ield.” k W hile they were in the f ield, Cain att acked his
brother Abel and k illed him.

a 20 Or the man    b 21 Or took part of the man’s side    c 22 Or part    d 15 Or seed    e 15 Or strike    f 20,1 Or The man    g 20 Eve
probably means living.    h 24 Or placed in front        i 1 Cain sounds like the Hebrew for brought forth or acquired.    j 1 Or have acquired   
k 8 Samaritan Pentateuch, Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Masoretic Text does not have “Let’s go out to the field.”   

0310434378_01_gen_mal_award_cs5.indd 2

3/28/12 2:14 PM

Genesis 6:13
9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brothe r
Abel?”
“I d
 on’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
10 The Lord said, “What have you done? List en! Your
brother’s blood c ries out to me from the g round. 11 Now
you are under a c urse and driven from the g round, w
 hich
opened its mouth to rec eive your brother’s b
 lood from
12
your hand. When you work the g round, it will no lon
ger y ield its c rops for you. You will be a restless wanderer
on the earth.”
13 Cain said to the Lord, “My pun
i shment is more
than I can bear. 14 Tod ay you are driving me from the
land, and I will be hidden from your presence; I will be
a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoe ver f inds me
will kill me.”
15 But the Lord said to him, “Not so a ; anyone who k
 ills
Cain will suffer vengeance seven t imes over.” Then the
Lord put a mark on Cain so that no one who f ound him
would kill him. 16 So Cain went out from the Lord’s pres
ence and l ived in the land of Nod, b east of Eden.
17 Cain made love to his wife, and she bec ame preg
nant and gave b
 irth to E noch. Cain was then buildi ng a
city, and he n
 amed it after his son E
 noch. 18 To E noch was
born Irad, and Irad was the fat her of Mehujael, and Me
hujael was the fat her of Met hushael, and Met hushael was
the fat her of Lamech.
19 Lamech marr ied two women, one n
 amed Adah and
the other Zil lah. 20 Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the
fat her of t hose who live in t ents and raise livestock. 21 His
brother’s name was Jubal; he was the fat her of all who
play s tringed in s tru ments and pipes. 22 Zillah also had
a son, Tubal-Cain, who forged all k inds of t ools out of c
bronze and iron. Tubal-Cain’s sister was Naa mah.
23 Lamech said to his wives,

		“Adah and Zillah, listen to me;
		 wives of Lamech, hear my words.
		I have killed a man for wounding me,
		 a young man for injuring me.
24 If Cain is avenged seven times,
		 then Lamech seventy-seven times.”
25 Adam made love to his wife again, and she gave birth

to a son and n
 amed him Seth, d sayi ng, “God has granted
me another c hild in place of Abel, s ince Cain k illed him.”
26 Seth also had a son, and he n amed him Enosh.
At that time people began to call on e the name of the
Lord.

From Adam to Noah

5

This is the written account of Adam’s fami ly line.

When God create d mank ind, he made them in the
likeness of God. 2 He created them male and female and
blessed them. And he named them “Mank ind” f when
they were created.
3 When Adam had l ived 130 y
 ears, he had a son in his
own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.
4 Aft er Seth was born, Adam l ived 800 y ears and had oth
er sons and daughters. 5 Altogether, Adam l ived a tot al of
930 y ears, and then he died.
6 When Seth had l ived 105 years, he bec ame the fat her g
of E nosh. 7 After he bec ame the fat her of E nosh, Seth
l ived 807 years and had other sons and daughters. 8 Al
together, Seth l ived a tot al of 912 years, and then he died.
9 When E
 nosh had l ived 90 y ears, he bec ame the fat her
of Kenan. 10 After he bec ame the fat her of Kenan, E nosh
l ived 815 y ears and had other sons and daughters. 11 Alto
gether, E nosh l ived a tot al of 905 years, and then he died.

| 3

12 When Ken an had l ived 70 y
 ears, he bec ame the fa
ther of Ma h a l a lel. 13 After he bec ame the fat her of Ma
halalel, Ken an l ived 840 years and had other sons and
daughters. 14 Altogether, Kenan l ived a tot al of 910 years,
and then he died.
15 When Mah al alel had l ived 65 y ears, he bec ame the
fat her of Jared. 16 After he bec ame the fat her of Jared, Ma
halalel l ived 830 years and had other sons and daugh
ters. 17 Altogether, Ma h a l a lel l ived a tot al of 895 years,
and then he died.
18 When Jar ed had l ived 162 y ears, he bec ame the fa
ther of E
 noch. 19 Aft er he bec ame the fat her of E noch,
Jared l ived 800 years and had other sons and daughters.
20 Altogether, Jared l ived a tot al of 962 y ears, and then he
died.
21 When E noch had l ived 65 y
 ears, he bec ame the fa
ther of Met huselah. 22 After he bec ame the fat her of Me
thu s el ah, E noch w alked faith f ul l y with God 300 years
and had other sons and daughters. 23 Altogether, E noch
l ived a tot al of 365 years. 24 Enoch w alked faithf ully with
God; then he was no more, bec ause God took him away.
25 When Met hus el ah had l ived 187 y ears, he bec ame
the fat her of Lamech. 26 Aft er he bec ame the fat her of
Lamech, Met huselah l ived 782 y ears and had other sons
and daughters. 27 Altogether, Met huselah l ived a tot al of
969 years, and then he died.
28 When Lam ech had lived 182 y ears, he had a son.
29 He n amed him Noah h and said, “He will comfort us
in the labor and painf ul toil of our hands c aused by the
g round the Lord has c ursed.” 30 Aft er Noah was born,
Lamech l ived 595 years and had other sons and daugh
ters. 31 Altogether, Lamech l ived a tot al of 777 years, and
then he died.
32 Aft er Noah was 500 y ears old, he bec ame the fat her
of Shem, Ham and Japheth.

Wickedness in the World

6

When hum an beings beg an to inc rease in num
ber on the e arth and daughters were born to them,

2 the sons of God saw that the daught ers of hum ans were

beautiful, and they marr ied any of them they c hose.
the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with i
humans forever, for they are mort al j ; t heir days will be a
hund red and twent y years.”
4 The Neph
i lim were on the e arth in those days — 
and also afterw ard — w hen the sons of God went to the
daughters of hum ans and had child ren by them. They
were the heroes of old, men of renown.
5 The Lord saw how g reat the wicke dness of the hu
man race had become on the e arth, and that every incli
nat ion of the t houghts of the human h
 eart was only evil
all the time. 6 The Lord reg retted that he had made hu
man bei ngs on the e arth, and his heart was deeply trou
bled. 7 So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the
earth the human race I have created — a nd with them the
ani mals, the birds and the creat ures that move a long the
g round — for I reg ret that I have made them.” 8 But Noah
found favor in the eyes of the Lord.
3 Then

Noah and the Flood
9 This is the acc ount of Noah and his fami l y.

Noah was a righteous man, blameless a mong the
people of his time, and he w alked faithf ully with God.

10 Noah had t hree sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth.

11 Now the e arth was corr upt in G od’s s ight and was
full of violence. 12 God saw how corr upt the e arth had
become, for all the people on earth had corr upted t heir
ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am goi ng to put an end to

a 15

Septuagint, Vulgate and Syriac; Hebrew Very well    b 16 Nod means wandering (see verses 12 and 14).    c 22 Or who instructed all who
work in    d 25 Seth probably means granted.    e 26 Or to proclaim    f 2 Hebrew adam    g 6 Father may mean ancestor; also in verses 7-26.   
Noah sounds like the Hebrew for comfort.    i 3 Or My spirit will not remain in    j 3 Or corrupt   

h 29
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all people, for the earth is f illed with violence bec ause
of them. I am surely goi ng to destroy both them and the
earth. 14 So make yourself an ark of cypress a wood; make
rooms in it and coat it with p
 itch inside and out. 15 This
is how you are to b
 uild it: The ark is to be t hree hund red
cubits long, fift y cubits wide and thirt y cubits high. b
16 Make a roof for it, leavi ng below the roof an openi ng
one cubit c high all a round. d Put a door in the side of the
ark and make lower, midd le and upper decks. 17 I am go
ing to bring floodw aters on the earth to destroy all life
under the heavens, every creat ure that has the b
 reath
of life in it. Everyt hing on earth will peri sh. 18 But I will
est abl ish my covenant with you, and you will enter the
ark — y ou and your sons and your wife and your sons’
 ring into the ark two of all
w ives with you. 19 You are to b
living creat ures, male and fem ale, to keep them a live
20
with you. Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of an
imal and of every kind of creat ure that moves a long the
g round will come to you to be kept a live. 21 You are to take
every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as
food for you and for them.”
22 Noah did everyt hing just as God comm ande d him.
The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you
and your w
 hole family, bec ause I have found you
righteous in this generat ion. 2 Take with you seven pairs
of every kind of c lean ani m al, a male and its mate, and
one pair of every kind of unclean ani mal, a male and its
 airs of every kind of bird, male
mate, 3 and also seven p
and female, to keep t heir various k inds a live throughout
the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain on the
earth for fort y days and fort y n
 ights, and I will wipe from
the face of the e arth every livi ng creat ure I have made.”
5 And Noah did all that the Lord comm ande d him.
6 Noah was six hund red y ears old when the floodw a
ters came on the earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his
wife and his sons’ w
 ives entered the ark to escape the wa
ters of the f lood. 8 Pairs of clean and unclean ani mals, of
birds and of all creat ures that move a long the g round,
9 male and fem ale, came to Noah and ent ered the ark, as
God had commanded Noah. 10 And after the seven days
the floodw aters came on the earth.
11 In the six hund redth year of Noa h’s life, on the sev
enteenth day of the second month — on that day all the
springs of the g reat deep burst forth, and the floodgates
of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the earth
fort y days and fort y nights.
13 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and
Japheth, together with his wife and the w
 ives of his t hree
sons, entered the ark. 14 They had with them every wild
ani m al acc ordi ng to its kind, all livestock acc ordi ng to
t heir k inds, every creat ure that m
 oves a long the g round
accordi ng to its kind and every bird accordi ng to its kind,
everyt hing with w ings. 15 Pairs of all creat ures that have
the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the
ark. 16 The ani mals goi ng in were male and female of ev
ery livi ng t hing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the
Lord shut him in.
17 For fort y days the f lood kept comi ng on the e arth,
and as the waters increased they lifted the ark high a bove
the earth. 18 The waters rose and inc reased greatly on the
e arth, and the ark floate d on the surface of the wat er.
19 They rose greatl y on the e
 arth, and all the high moun
tains under the ent ire heavens were covered. 20 The wa
ters rose and covered the mount ains to a depth of more
than fifteen cubits.  e , f 21 Every livi ng t hing that moved on
land perished — birds, lives tock, wild anim als, all the
creat ures that s warm over the earth, and all mank ind.
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22 Everyt hing on dry land that had the breath of life in its
nost rils died. 23 Every livi ng t hing on the face of the earth
was w iped out; people and anim als and the creat ures
that move a long the g round and the birds were w iped
from the e arth. Only Noah was left, and t hose with him
in the ark.
24 The wat ers floode d the e
 arth for a hund red and fif
ty days.
But God remembered Noah and all the wild ani mals
and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and
he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters rec ede d.
2 Now the s prings of the deep and the floodg ates of the
heavens had been c losed, and the rain had s topped fall
ing from the sky. 3 The water rec ede d steadil y from the
earth. At the end of the hund red and fift y days the wa
ter had gone down, 4 and on the seventeenth day of the
seventh month the ark came to rest on the mount ains of
Ararat. 5 The waters cont inued to rec ede unt il the tenth
month, and on the f irst day of the tenth month the tops
of the mount ains bec ame visible.
6 Aft er fort y days Noah opened a window he had made
in the ark 7 and sent out a raven, and it kept flyi ng back
and forth unt il the water had d
 ried up from the e arth.
8 Then he sent out a dove to see if the wat er had rec ede d
from the surface of the g round. 9 But the dove c ould find
now here to perch bec ause t here was water over all the
surface of the earth; so it ret urned to Noah in the ark. He
reached out his hand and took the dove and brought it
back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven more days
and a gain sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the
dove ret urned to him in the even ing, t here in its beak
was a freshly p
 lucked olive leaf ! Then Noah knew that
the water had receded from the e arth. 12 He waited seven
more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it
did not ret urn to him.
13 By the f irst day of the f irst m
 onth of Noa h’s six hun
dred and first year, the water had d ried up from the
e arth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark
and saw that the surface of the g round was dry. 14 By the
twent y-seventh day of the second month the earth was
completely dry.
15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you
and your wife and your sons and t heir w
 ives. 17 Bring out
every kind of livi ng creat ure that is with you — t he birds,
the ani m als, and all the creat ures that move a long the
g round — so they can mult iply on the earth and be fruit
ful and inc rease in number on it.”
18 So Noah came out, tog ethe r with his sons and his
wife and his sons’ w ives. 19 All the ani m als and all the
creat ures that move a long the g round and all the birds — 
everyt hing that m
 oves on land — came out of the ark, one
kind after another.
20 Then Noah b
 uilt an alt ar to the Lord and, taking
some of all the c lean ani m als and c lean birds, he sac
ri f iced burnt of fer i ngs on it. 21 The Lord s melled the
pleasi ng arom a and said in his heart: “Never again will
I c urse the g round bec ause of hum ans, even t hough g
every inclinat ion of the human heart is evil from child
hood. And never a gain will I destroy all livi ng creat ures,
as I have done.

8

22 “As long as the earth endures,
		seedtime and harvest,
		cold and heat,
		summer and winter,
		day and night
		will never cease.”

a 14 The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain.    b 15 That is, about 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high or about 135 meters
long, 23 meters wide and 14 meters high    c 16 That is, about 18 inches or about 45 centimeters    d 16 The meaning of the Hebrew for this
clause is uncertain.    e 20 That is, about 23 feet or about 6.8 meters    f 20 Or rose more than fifteen cubits, and the mountains were covered   
g 21 Or humans, for   
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