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KINGSTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

PUBLIC WORK SESSION

June 7, 2010
- MINUTES -


The work session meeting convened at 7:00 p.m.  


In attendance were Mr. Reino, Mr. Natitus, Mrs. Moyer, and Mr. Solinsky.
Also present were Township Manager, Kathleen Sebastian, Police Chief Jim Balavage, Zoning Officer William Eck and Road Superintendent Donald Fritzges.

Mr. Reino called the meeting to order.


Mr. Reino announced the Kingston Township Summer Recreation Program Sign-ups will be held on Saturday, June 12, 2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Center Street Park Pavilion.  More information can be found on the Township’s Web-site at www.kingstontownship.com or by calling the Township’s hotline at 696-2063.
Mr. Reino called for public comments on non-agenda items.  

Mr. Mark Albrecht, 26 N. Lehigh St, representing the Back Mountain Community Trail, requested the Township send a news letter to local newspapers reminding residents that North Lehigh St., Main St., and Shaver Ave. are roads classified as “share the road”.  Mr. Albrecht also asked if the Township can educate residents about the definition of “share the road”.
Mr. Bob Weiss, 39 Manor Drive, informed the Board of the alleged speeding on Manor Drive.  Mr. Weiss questioned if the Board can contact Penn DOT requesting a study be conducted on Manor Drive in hope of lowering the speed limit.  Chief Balavage informed the Board that VASCAR lines have been placed in front of Mr. Weiss’ driveway and Officer Spencer will be utilizing those lines to count the number of cars and issue citations to anyone exceeding the speed limit.  Chief Balavage also mentioned that Laflin Borough has offered a Radar testing unit which is capable of providing statistics to the Township in order to conduct an independent traffic study.  The Board directed the Township Manager to contact Penn DOT and request a traffic study on Manor Drive and also place the Radar testing unit throughout the Township and conduct a study on behalf of the Township.     

There being no further public comments, Mr. Reino moved onto the business at hand.
The Township Manager opened a discussion on drafting an ordinance amending a portion of the Administrative Code Chapter 1, Part 16, Sections 2 and 3, relating to reimbursements to volunteer fire and rescue companies.  The Township Manager explained that in order for the current volunteer services to change their billing collector, the Township must first amend the ordinance and then vote on the issue.  Mr. Reino directed the Township Manager to amend the Ordinance in such a way that the volunteer services can make changes by a Township resolution.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.         

The Township Manager opened a discussion on approving a crosswalk on Carverton Road in the area of 11 Carverton Road and Pizza Perfect.  Mr. Mark Albrecht informed the Board that in order for a crosswalk to be placed in the area, the Township would become responsible for the maintenance of such crosswalk.  Mr. Reino added that the liability may also become the responsibility of the Township.  The Board suggested Penn DOT provide a set of plans and be reviewed by legal counsel in order to ensure the liability responsibility does not fall on the Township.  No action was scheduled.     
The Township Manager opened a discussion on the authorization to transfer $58,925.50 from the General Fund to the Capital Improvement fund as budgeted in 2009.  Ms. Sebastian explained that only half of the budgeted amount was transferred due to budget constraints.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting. 
The Township Manager opened a discussion on line painting.  Chief Balavage provided a road report completed by the Police Officers to determine the visibility of each road’s traffic lines.  Firecut Rd. was the only road found to be unsatisfactory.  The Board agreed that since Firecut Rd. is scheduled to be paved, the lines will be painted after the completion of the paving project.  A conversation ensued to determine the possible liability issues if the roads are not painted every year.  The Board directed the Township Manager to create a rotation schedule for the roads to be paved in the upcoming years.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.      
The Township Manager opened a discussion on the update of estimated funds for paving from State Liquid Fuels funds.  The Township Manager informed the Board that an estimated $60,000 is available for paving projects using State Liquid Fuels funds.  Mr. Reino directed the Assistant Township Manager to provide the total of funds spent on paving projects each month to the Board.  The Board agreed to allocate the $38,000 saved by refinancing the Bond on pipe projects.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.

The Township Manager opened a discussion on requesting proposals for a Commercial Building Inspector.  The Board agreed that seeking proposals and comparing costs may be beneficial to the Township.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.

The Township Manager opened a discussion on Back Mountain Wrestling Club’s request for the use of the Herb Hill Meeting Room on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at 7:00 pm.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.
The Township Manager opened a discussion on Kingston Township Raiders Football Association’s request for the use of the William Tippett Meeting Room on Wednesday, June 16, 2010 to hold registration.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.
The Township Manager opened a discussion on American Red Cross’ request for the use of the Herb Hill Meeting Room to conduct a blood drive on Saturday, June 26, 2010 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.
The Township Manager opened a discussion on Audrey Simpson’s request for the use of the Herb Hill Meeting Room for her group, The Natural Gas Drilling Coalition, to hold a Democracy School on Saturday, June 19, 2010 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Mr. Reino expressed his concern with providing the use of the facility for non-traditional organizations due to the cost incurred by the Township.  The Board directed the Township Manager to consult with legal counsel about revising the fee schedule to include a fee to use the Township’s facility.  The Board scheduled action for the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting.
On Supervisor’s comments, Mrs. Moyer expressed her concerns with the increased amount of feral cats in the Township.  Mrs. Sebastian informed the Board she has contacted the S.P.C.A.  Mr. Solinsky questioned the status on the tax collection fee for Home Rule Charter’s Tax Collectors and stated that if a resolution cannot be provided, the Township deserves a back payment of the difference between the fee paid to a Home Rule Charter Tax Collector and an elected Tax Collector.  Mr. Reino requested an executive session following the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting to discuss the Police negotiations.                 

There being no further comments, meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,








Frank Natitus







Township Secretary
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