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Supervisors’ Meeting
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KINGSTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


SUPERVISORS' MEETING


December 9, 2009


- MINUTES -

The regular monthly meeting of the Kingston Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Kingston Township Municipal Building, 180 East Center Street, Shavertown, Pennsylvania at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 9, 2009.  Roll call showed the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL


Jeffrey Box, Chairman


James Reino, Vice Chairman

John Solinsky, Secretary 


Paul Sabol


Dave Brodhead

ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Kingston Township Recreation Commission is sponsoring a Holiday House Contest for Kingston Township Residents.  Judging will take place December 6 through December 19, 2009.  There will be prizes awarded for the four winning houses.  Anyone interested in entering their house or nominating a fellow resident’s home should call the Kingston Township Municipal Office with the name and addresses of nominees before noon on Friday, December 18, 2009.  


The Kingston Township Board of Supervisors will hold an Executive Session immediately following tonight’s meeting to discuss pending litigations and personnel matters.  No official action will be taken.


The Kingston Township Board of Supervisors will jointly hold a Special Meeting on Monday, December 21, 2009 with Dallas Township, Dallas Borough, Jackson Township, and the Dallas Area Municipal Authority Board of Directors to review the cooperative agreement between DAMA and Jackson Township.  The meeting will be held at the Dallas Area Municipal Authority Building located at 530 S. Memorial Highway, Shavertown.

PRESENTATION


The Kingston Township Board of Supervisors publically acknowledged the service of Supervisors David Brodhead and Paul Sabol by the presentation of plaques acknowledging their dedication, commitment and contributions to the Township.
PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE 2009-9


Mr. Box called for Public Comments on Ordinance 2009-9; Adoption of the banning of smoking at Center Street Park.  On a motion made by Mr. Brodhead seconded by Mr. Reino, the Public Hearing moved to adjournment.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


Mr. Box called for Public Comments on any non-agenda items.  


Richard Harrison, 62 Staub Rd., Trucksville, questioned why all employees received raises during hard economic times when the Budget should be very tight.  Mr. Box explained that the Police Department received a raise in line with the Collective Bargaining Agreement, and the non-uniformed employees received the same percentage.            


Bill Eck, Trucksville Fire Chief, informed the Board that the Merger between Kingston Township Ambulance Association and Trucksville Volunteer Fire Company has been signed and approved.  The bi-laws are being reviewed one more time for any corrections and January 1, 2010 is still the scheduled date for the Merger to take effect.  Mr. Brodhead thanked the Trucksville Fire Department for their efforts with the Merger and wished them the best of luck.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


On a motion made by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board approved the Meeting Minutes from October 28, 2009, and November 9, 2009.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

MANAGER MATTERS

Ms. Sebastian read a letter from the back Mountain Memorial Library Association thanking the Township for the recent donation.


Ms. Sebastian read a letter from Gram and Ruby Williams commending Sergeant Michael Moravec for handling the situation at their home a few months ago.


Ms. Sebastian read a letter from Robert Webre commending the Kingston Township Police Department for their support with the Buckle-Up Program.


Ms. Sebastian read a letter from the Kingston Township Board of Supervisors commending the Road Department for the excellent paving work during the summer months of 2009.  Mr. Reino thanked the Public Works for the money saved with their hard work and dedication. 


Ms. Sebastian commented on the excellent job by both the Kingston Township Raiders Mini Football Team and the Dallas High School Football team.

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


On a motion by Mr. Sabol, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board approved the Administrative Reports as submitted.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT – November 30, 2009


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board approved the Treasurer’s Report as indicated on the Meeting Agenda. On roll call; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

BILLS PAYABLE #1 –December 7, 2009


The Bills Payable #1 was approved for payment on a motion by Mr. Reino, seconded by Mr. Brodhead.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

BILLS PAYABLE #2 – December 7, 2009


The Bills Payable #2 was approved for payment on a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Brodhead.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, abstain; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Four ayes, zero nays, one abstain, motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS


On a motion by Mr. Reino, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board approved the second reading of Ordinance 20099-10, Adopting the 2010 Kingston Township Budget.  Mr. Reino thanked the Township Manager, her staff, and the Board of Supervisors for their work and input on the 2010 budget.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Sabol, the Board approved the second reading of Ordinance 2009-11, Levying of taxes for 2010.  Mr. Box stated for the record that the taxes have not changed from 2009.   On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Reino, seconded by Mr. Sabol, the Board approved Ordinance 2009-9; Banning smoking at Center Street Park.  On roll call: Mr. Box, nay; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, nay; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Three ayes, two nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Reino, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board approved Resolution 2009-12 regarding adopting the Pension Protection Act Amendments to the Kingston Township Non-Uniform Pension Plan proposed by John Hancock Life Insurance Company to comply with the current rules and regulations of Economic Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act and the Internal Revenue Service.  The Township Manager explained that the Resolution does not change the plan at all, but is simply a language correction.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Sabol, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board approved Resolution 2009-11 acknowledging the Countywide Addressing Ordinance and agreement to cooperate with the Addressing project.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Reino, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board approved Resolution 2009-13 adopting the Bi’county Hazard Mitigation Plan for the counties of Lackawanna and Luzerne, PA.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Brodhead, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board approved Resolution 2009-14 protesting the proposed rate increase for the Aqua Pennsylvania Water Company.  Mr. Box explained that Aqua is proposing an increase in rates for improvement on top of the 7.5 percent which is already taken out of the current rates stated to be used for improvements.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Reino, the Board authorized the Township manager to apply for grant funding for various health and safety projects through the Luzerne County Local Share Assessment Fund(Gaming Grant) and approve the request of Anthracite Scenic Trail Association to coapply on our application for trail improvement funding.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Brodhead, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board authorized the Township Manager to transfer the amount of $58,925.50 on December 10, 2009 and up to $58,925.50 on December 31, 2009, not to exceed $117,851 to the Capital Fund pending review of the General Fund balance.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Reino, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board authorized the Township Manager to schedule a Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. regarding the adoption of proposed Ordinance 2010-1; Parameter Ordinance for refinancing the 2003 Bond Issue.  Mr. Box explained that the proposed Ordinance will set the proper language in place for the Township to act quickly on a refinance when a set interest rate is met on the current bond and will not be used to incur additional debt.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board authorized the Township Manager and Solicitor to draft revisions to the Fee Schedule.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Sabol, the Board authorized the Township Manager to write a letter to State Officials urging their opposition to HB-1858; County and Municipal Property Tax Relief Act.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Sabol, seconded by Mr. Reino, the Board approved the request for Luzerne County Commisioner  Maryann Petrilla for the use of the Supervisors’ Meeting Room to hold a Luzerne County Commissioner’s Meeting.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Brodhead, the Board approved the removal of a tree located in the right-of-way at 212 N. Main Street by the Public Works Department.  On roll call: Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mr. Sabol, aye; Mr. Brodhead, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


Mr. Box expressed his thanks to the Supervisors, Township Manager, and staff for a successful year.  


Mr. Sabol congratulated the Township for being so successful and for the opportunity to help serve it.


Mr. Brodhead thanked the Township for the opportunity to serve on the Board and exclaimed that Kingston Township is the best Municipality in Luzerne County.

            Mr. Box announced that the Reorganization Meeting will be held January 4, 2010 at 6:30 p.m.  Mr. Box also announced the next Public Work Session would be held Monday, January 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in preparation of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors be held on Wednesday, January 13, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.  

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









John Solinsky



rh







Township Secretary

