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Supervisors’ Meeting
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KINGSTON TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS


SUPERVISORS' MEETING


April 14, 2010

- MINUTES -

The regular monthly meeting of the Kingston Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Kingston Township Municipal Building, 180 East Center Street, Shavertown, Pennsylvania at 7:45 p.m. on Wednesday, April 14, 2010.  Roll call showed the following in attendance:

ROLL CALL


James Reino, Chairman


Jeffrey Box, Vice Chairman

Frank Natitus, Secretary 


John Solinsky

Shirley Moyer
ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Kingston Township Board of Supervisors encourages residents to participate in the “Take 10” challenge and mail back their 2010 Census Questionnaire.  Residents are reminded that the census has an impact on our community procuring much needed funding for local roads, bridges, emergency services, recreation and economic development.

Kingston Township’s Annual Spring Yard Waste/Bagged Leaf Pick up will be conducted from April 19 through April 23, 2010 and the Annual Spring Clean-up from May 3 through May 8, 2010.  Coupons for the Clean-Up are now available at the Kingston Township Administrative Office from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.  More information regarding these services can be found on the Township’s Web-site at www.kingstontownship.com or by calling the Administrative Office at 696-3809 during business hours.


The Kingston Township Board of Supervisors held an executive session prior to the Regular Supervisor’s Meeting for personnel reasons.  No official action was taken. 
PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE 2010-2

Mr. Reino called for Public Comments on Ordinance 2010-2; repealing Ordinance 2008-6l Fee Schedule of Kingston Township.   There were no comments.  On a motion made by Mr. Solinsky seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Public Hearing moved to adjournment.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE 2010-3


Mr. Reino called for Public Comments on Ordinance 2010-3; amending the term of office for Zoning Hearing Board Members from a three(3) year term to a Five(5) year term in accordance with Section 903(a) of the Municipalities Planning Code.   There were no comments.  On a motion made by Mrs. Moyer seconded by Mr. Natitus, the Public Hearing moved to adjournment.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING – ORDINANCE 2010-4


Mr. Reino called for Public Comments on Ordinance 2010-4; amending the Kingston Township Police Pension Plan to comply with Act 600 of 1956, as amended by Act 51 of 2009, Killed in Service Death Benefits for Police Officers.  There were no comments.  On a motion made by Mr. Natitus seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Public Hearing moved to adjournment.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS


Mr. Reino called for Public Comments on any non-agenda items.  


Mr. Rick Koval, Director of Land Conservation for North Branch Land Trust, requested a letter of support from the Board of Supervisors for a DCNR Community Conservation Partnership grant to purchase the developmental rights on 200 acres at The Lands at Hillside Farms.  The grant in turn would pay The Lands at Hillside Farms half of the appraised value of the acreage and require all developmental rights to be relinquished for eternity.  On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board directed to Township Manager to submit a letter of support to North Branch Land Trust for the DCNR Community Conservation Partnership grant.  Mr. Box questioned the dollar amount that would be applied to this acreage if the grant was awarded.  Mr. Koval informed the Board that the 200 acres was appraised at approximately $800,000, which would pay The Lands at Hillside Farms approximately $400,000 if the grant is awarded.     On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.
            

MANAGER MATTERS

Ms. Sebastian requested that Sergeant Moravec update the Board on the Police accreditation.  Sergeant Moravec explained to the Board the upcoming processes that need to take place in order for the Kingston Township Police Department to become accredited.  Sergeant Moravec informed the Board that the 130 accreditation policy procedures must be implemented and passed by the Accreditation Board which may take up to another year.  On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board directed the Township Manager to contact Chief Balavage and request his signature in order to begin the policy procedure implementation process.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.    

Ms. Sebastian informed the Board of a Spring Road Inspection conflict.  On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Board scheduled Spring Road Inspection for May 23, 2010 at 8:00 am.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.  

Ms. Sebastian informed the Board that the Local Services Tax would have to be voted on and approved by November 30, 2010 in order to be implemented for 2011.  Berkheimer Associates estimated an additional $45,000 to $50,000 income if the Local Services tax was implemented.  Mr. Reino stated that the Board is not implementing the Local Services Tax at this time, only requesting the implementation date for 2011 budgeting purposes.     


Ms. Sebastian informed the Board that the original agreement for the Sleepy Hollow Detention Basin states that the maintenance responsibility lies on the developer.  Mr. Box questioned if the basin is functioning as it was originally designed to due to the lack of maintenance.  The Zoning Officer informed the Board that the Conservation Department has stated that the basin cannot be disturbed due to being classified as wetlands.  Mr. Box requested a clarification on the wetland situation still needing to be maintained so that it functions as it was originally designed by the Township Engineer.      
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS


On a motion by Mr. Box, seconded by Mr. Natitus, the Board approved the Administrative Reports as submitted.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT – March 31, 2010

On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board approved the Treasurer’s Report as indicated on the Meeting Agenda.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

BILLS PAYABLE #1 – April 12, 2010

The Bills Payable #1 was approved for payment on a motion by Mrs. Moyer, seconded by Mr. Natitus.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

BILLS PAYABLE #2 – April 12, 2010

The Bills Payable #2 was approved for payment on a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Box.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, abstain; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Four ayes, One abstain, zero nays, motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS


On a motion by Mr. Natitus, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board approved the request of Dallas Area Municipal Authority on behalf of Misericordia University to be a “Conduit Issuer” in the Universities endeavors to refinance bonds and notes.  Note:  The request shall not obligate the Township in any way nor make liable for any part of the payment.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mrs. Moyer, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board approved the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve the FEMA Flood Map, authorize the Solicitor to review the Floodplain Ordinance provided by FEMA and authorize the Township Manager to advertise to the public that the flood map is here for review.  Mr. Box questioned if the Township’s original Floodplain Ordinance will have to be amended to enact the Floodplain Ordinance provided by FEMA.  The Township Solicitor informed the Board that if the FEMA Floodplain map is not offered to the public for corrections, FEMA funds may not be made available.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Board approved the Planning Commission’s recommendation to draft an ordinance on the operation of wind energy facilities based on the Hanover Township, Luzerne County Ordinance.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Board approved Ordinance 2010-2; Schedule of Fees for Kingston Township.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Natitus, the Board approved Ordinance 2010-3 amending the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27 (Zoning Ordinance) to alter the term of office of the members of the Kingston Township Zoning Hearing Board from three years to five years.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Natitus, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board approved Ordinance 2010-4 amending the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 1, of the Administrative Code, Part 12A entitled Kingston Township Police Pension Plan in order to comply with Act 600 of 1956, as amended by Act 51 of 2009 repealing the Killed In Service death benefit.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board approved the 2010 Spring Clean-up Rules.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Box, seconded by Mr. Natitus, the Board ratified the rejecting of “Asset Smoothing” as an option to lower Kingston Township’s General Fund obligation to the Kingston Township Police Pension Fund in 2011.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mrs. Moyer, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board approved the re-naming of Church Road (off of SR 309) to West Church Road and request to Luzerne County to consider this change as a part of their 911 Re-addressing Project.  Ms. Sebastian informed the Board that the change must be approved by 911 first then they will inform the residents in that area.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Box, the Board approved a resolution, the re-naming of Church Road (off of SR 309) to West Church Road pending approval by 911 and the United States Postal Service.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.

On a motion by Mr. Natitus, seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Board approved April 19 through April 23, 2010 as the date for Spring Yard Waste Pick-up.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Natitus, seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Board authorized the Township Manager to advertise for Summer Recreation Counselors (1 Supervisor, 5 Full-time and 3 Part-time counselors) and set the date for the program as June 21 through August 13, 2010.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Box, seconded by Mrs. Moyer, the Board approved the budgeted donation to the Dallas Sr. High School Graduation Lock-in in the amount of $1,000.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Solinsky, seconded by Mr. Natitus, the Board approved the request of the Back Mountain Readers Club for the use of the Herbert Hill Room on the lower level on the last Thursday of each month from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


On a motion by Mr. Natitus, seconded by Mr. Solinsky, the Board approved the request of Back Mountain Baseball to use Center Street Park Field from April 1 through July 11, 2010 and Friday’s, Saturday’s and Sunday’s from July 15 through July 31, 2010 from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm contingent upon contributing to the lawn maintenance of the field along with the Kingston Township Raiders Football Organization and the Back Mountain Youth Soccer Association.  On roll call: Mr. Reino, aye; Mr. Box, aye; Mr. Natitus, aye; Mr. Solinsky, aye; Mrs. Moyer, aye.  Five ayes, zero nays, motion carried.


Mr. Reino also announced the next Public Work Session would be held Monday, May 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in preparation of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors be held on Wednesday, May 12, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.  

ADJOURNMENT


There being no further comments, the meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Frank Natitus



rh







Township Secretary

