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**What is “copywork,” and how do I use it in my  
child’s education? 
 
Copywork is a great way to teach your children so many things.  One that I feel is the most 
important is that of developing character through easily drawing to memory those truths by 
which they should live.  By copying truths to live by, our children will “hide them in their 
hearts” and be able to call upon them in times of need.   
 
Also, by copying passages from Great Works of literature or history, children learn many areas 
of Language Arts.  Children have the opportunity to be exposed to great writers or historical 
events, while learning Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, Vocabulary, and Creative Writing from 
the “Masters.”  Most Classical Education programs recommend copywork as an intricate part of 
educating your children, quite often in place of many of the traditional Language Arts programs 
listed above. 
 
By copying passages 2-3 days per week (or more), your children will come to learn and possibly 
even memorize some of the greatest literature from our history.  While penmanship is important, 
the knowledge that they are gaining through the copywork is what is most important.   
 
However, do encourage your children to take pride in their penmanship. Also, instruct them in 
the importance of the “art” of Spelling, Punctuation, Vocabulary, Grammar, and Creative 
Writing.  With some practice, they will begin to “imitate” these in their own personal writing. 
 
**How do I use THIS notebook? 
 
Inside this book, you will find 14 quotes from the Bible and people in history.  Have your child 
read each section, and think about/discuss what it means.  Have your child copy the section, 
using his or her best penmanship.     
 
At twice per week, this notebook will last 7 weeks.  At three times per week, it will last a  little 
over 4 weeks.  Many parents choose to have their children do copywork daily, in which case, this 
notebook will last for 14 school days. You will also need to determine how many times each 
quote should be copied, as there is ample space for multiple copies to be written.   
 
Some parents have their students copy each quote for several days in a row, in order to make 
sure that the quote is completely understood and can easily be recalled. 
 
***This notebook also includes “Vocabulary/Thinking Questions Extension Exercises.”  These 
exercises will help in your child’s understanding of the quote and its meaning, as well as 
memorization.  Please do not skip theme important exercises. 
 
It is NEVER too early (or too late) to begin teaching the appreciation of the Great 
Literary Artists and historical works. 
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Romans 12:10 -  Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another 
above yourselves. 

Thinking Question: 
 
What does this verse say to your heart? 
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Phil. 2:3 - Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
 
 

Vocabulary Extension: 
 
What is selfish ambition?  
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Vocabulary Extension: 
 
Exalt:  to raise in rank, honor, power, character, quality, etc. 
 
Synonyms:  promote, dignify, raise, ennoble 
 
Antonyms: 

Prov. 25:6 - Do not exalt yourself in the king's 
presence, and do not claim a place among great men; 
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"There is no respect for others without humility in one's self."  
 
Henri Frédéric Amiel 

Thinking Question: 
 
Henri Frédéric Amiel was a  writer, poet, and philosopher from _____________________.   
 
He was best known for this work:  ___________________________________. 
 



 © Copyright 2008 Knowledge Box Central 

© Copyright 2008 Knowledge Box Central 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional online resources for the topic of respect, as well as the 
men and women quoted within this notebook. 
 
Bible Study: 
http://www.biblegateway.com 
 
Maya Angelou: 
http://www.mayaangelou.com/ 
 
Sir John Hirschel: 
http://www.rleggat.com/photohistory/history/herschel.htm 
 
Laurence Sterne: 
http://www.jesus.cam.ac.uk/college/history/sterne.html 
 
Henri Frédéric Amiel 
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9007175/Henri-Frederic-Amiel 
 
Cicero 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cicero 
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Please also note that  
we have many other  

CopyWork Notebooks,  
Lapbooks, and  

Notebooking Pages,  
which are based on  

historical documents.   
 

You may see these on our website at  
 

www.knowledgeboxcentral.com. 
 


