

















onsist of two or more lines of notes being
played or sung at the same time. This is known as "part-writing". There may for instance be a treble
(top) part and a bass (bottom) part playing at the same time; this is known as music "in two parts" .
Guitar music is most commonly written in two parts - think of it as a "melody and accompaniment" style.
It is less usual to see guitar music written all the way through in three or four parts. Frequently,
however, an extra part or two is added for a while, only to disappear, leaving the music in two parts
again.

Here are the first four bars of the "Harmonious Blacksmith" by Handel. This music has a treble part and
a bass part. Each part has been written out on a separate line of music tablature. Notice that each part is
complete in itself so far as rhythm is concerned (i.e. each bar adds up to the correct number of beats).
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The correct way of writing it is on one line instead of two like this:
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The treble part is written with the note stems pointing up and the bass part with the stems pointing |
down. A note will often be held in one part and will continue to sound while two or more notes take
place in the other part. For instance, in bar one of the example, the bass part consists of a minim which
lasts for the whole bar, while the treble part consists of two crotchets that last for half a bar each. In bar ;
three, the second beat consists of two quavers in the treble part and one crotchet in the bass part.
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In is important to make sure that all notes (particularly the longer ones) sound for their proper length |
of time.

Sometimes the parts will "collide" - in other words, each part will play the same note at the same time. As |

an example consider this: 1 1 q
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The first note is a crotchet in the bass part and a quaver in the treble part (which is why it has a stem
pointing up and one pointing down). The same applies to the third and fifth notes.

Sometimes you will encounter: ﬁ
demi semiquavers or thirty-second notes: QF two joined would look like this:

There are eight demi semiquavers to a crotchet. The corresponding rest looks like this: 7

semidemi semiquavers or sixty-fourth notes:.§ two joined would look like this: J ?
There are sixteen semidemi semiquavers to a crotchet. The corresponding rest looks like this:






