
Which Magnifi er is Best for Me?
The easiest and most reliable way to choose the right magnifi er is a visit to an eye 
care physician or a low vision professional. When this is not possible, consult the 
following charts and information.

Basic Defi nitions
Power
A unit of measurement for 
magnifi ers, represented by X. 
Higher power indicates a stronger 
magnifi er, e.g. 3X is stronger than 
2X.

Diopter
Standard unit of measurement 
for lenses. Represented by D. 
Typically, every 4 diopters equals 
1X, e.g. +8D = 2X.

Types of Magnifi ers
Hand Held/Pocket Lens
These magnifi ers are small and portable. User must be able to hold magnifi er steady. 
Includes pendant magnifi ers.

Stand Lens
Magnifi ers that sit directly on top of the surface being magnifi ed. As stand magnifi ers 
increase in strength, the distance needed between user’s eye and the magnifi er lens 
decreases. These are a portable option when hand held magnifi ers do not work.

Dome
Clear dome shaped magnifi ers that must be placed directly on top of item being 
magnifi ed. Dome magnifi ers gather light from the surrounding area.

Video
Very powerful—video magnifiers, also known as CCTVs, can magnify up to 60 times. 
Magnify in full color or black and white, depending on the model. Some can reverse 
contrast, making white black and black white. Work well for reading, writing and other 
small activities. Some are portable, most are not.

Picking Magnifi cation
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Types of Magnifi ers, continued...

Hands free
Includes magnifiers worn on your head like a head lamp and magnifiers that attach to your 
eyeglasses.

Telescopes
Telescopic magnifiers are used for distance viewing. Can be hand-held or mounted to your 
glasses.

Considerations for Lens Magnifi ers
Because they are highly curved, strong magnifying lenses are smaller than weaker lenses. 
This means you will be able to see less surface area through them; when reading a 
newspaper through a very strong lens you may see only a few letters at a time.

Strong lenses also have decreased focal distances. This means you will need to hold them 
both closer to your eye and closer to the object you are viewing.
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