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To trigger the ripening of the bananas, the company was using compressad -
ethylene from cylinders and, according to the local fire department, a possible
causa was a large amount thatl leaked into a ripaning room and the explosion fal-
lowed.

A similar tragedy occurred in Camarille, California on April 2, 1987 at the Milton Poulos tomato packing operation
where ethylene from cylinders was used to trigger the ripening of tomatoes, Fortunately, no one was killed in this in-
stance; however, one person was severaly injured and a portion of the facility was leveled, Fire officials believed the
cause was compressed ethylene cylinders, The employee was either changing or testing the cylinders whan the blast oo-
curred.

Ethylene is a very explosive substance at high concentrations and just a spark can set it off. The explosive level is
27,000 parts per million {p.p.m.). The level needed to trigger the ripening in most types of fruits, including bananas and
tomatoes, is approximately 50 p.p.m., which is over 500 times less than the explosive level, Ethylene is very safe at this
low concentration when properly handled, However, cylinder-based ethylene systems do pose the possible danger of ex-
plosion because of the large amount of ethylene held in the cylinder. If enough of the ethylene contained in the cylinder is
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PROFILE OF A CATALYTIC RIPENER

Mr. Lewis Johnson

WAL * MART DISTRIBUTION CENTER |
CLARKSVILLE, ARKANSAS

POSITION: Quality Control Manager / Banana Processor NUMBER OF YEARS RIPENING: 2

ETHYLENE SYSTEM USED: Catalytic Generators’ Auto-Ripe” Generators with Ethy-Gen""‘Ii Ripening Concentrate.
WHAT | LIKE MOST ABOUT CATALYTIC GENERATORS' PRODUCTS & SERVICES: “They are sasy 1o work with”

and have “reliable customer service.”

THE MOST DIFFICULT ASPECT OF THE RIPENING BUSINESS: "Properly ripening fruit for 86 of our Wal* Mart

Supercenters; occasionally difficulty in receiving the product in a timely manner.”
____________________________________ THE MOST SATISFYING ASPECT OF THE RIPENING BUSINESS: “Szeing

The Rlpﬁﬂer || & beautiful display in the stores and satisfied customers.”

; | RIPENING TIPS: “Check your ripening reoms twice daily and always keep on
- a Bi-Monthly newsletter published by - top of your ripening process.”
. GATALYTIC GENERATORS, INC. '

as a service to its customers. HOBBIES: Hunting & Fishing
Editor: Greg Akins :
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We are a manufacturer and i If you know of a ripener who you would like to soe
; distributor of | fmmrega?::e E.-§ Iﬁﬁ;‘ﬂﬂfr usat
. Ethylene Generators & Concentrate ! ¥ i
> and Ripening Room Supplias,
including Instruments for:
Temperature, Humidity, Ethylens .
- Control, Product Protection, & more. -
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Here's how to reach us:
Catalytic Generators, Inc.
1185 Pinaridge Road
Morfolk, WA 23502-2095

Toll Free (800) 446-8100

Phone (757) 855-0191 : We have updated our Web Site!
Fax (757} 855-4155 ! New features include ripening tips and a
E-Mail: catalytic @ symweb.com SPECIAL INTERNET OFFER!
On the Internet: : T s :
http:/fcatalytic.symweb.com - We invite you to visit our site at:

htitp.//catalytic.symweb.com







