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“Q & A” is a new feature of The Ripener. In
each issue, we will be answering ripening
guestions submitted by our readers. Please
call, fax, or e-mail us here at Catalytic Genera-
tors with any questions you may have!

Q: | sometimes feel light-headed or find it diffi-
cult to breath in a ripening room during the ini-
tial stages of the ripening cycle. What causes
this?

A: For the first few days of a ripening cycle, fruit
takes in a large amount of oxygen and produces
carban dioxide. This environment therefore can
make it difficult to breathe. Venting of the ripening
room, which remaoves this buildup of CO, and re-
places it with fresh axygen, not only makes it eas-
ier for people to breathe in the room but also gives
the fruit the fresh air it needs. CO. inhibits the
ripening process and, when not vented out, will
cause uneven and delayed ripening, as well as a
difficult breathing environment.

Q: | hear that ethylene is explosive. How can |
be sure that I'm safe from this danger?

A Yes, ethylene is very explosive, at concentra-
tions abowve 30,000 part per million {ppm). How-
ever, the ripening process of most fruits can be ini-
tiated by ethylene at concentrations as low as 50
pom, or less than 1% of the explosive level, and
mast operators ripen with 1,000 ppm or less.
When using any of our generators, and following

(Censinned an page 3)

BANANAS:

The Most Important item to
the Produce Department?

Ripeners all know how important it is to closely
manitor bananas while the fruit is in their care; no
single item in the produce area receives as much
attention. All of the dedication and hard work in-
volved in banana ripening is for a good reason: ba-
nanas are the number one sales item in most every
produce department, leading the way in gross profit.

Thank geodness that bananas are a favorite of
many people;

e §0% of consumers say that they buy bananas
at least once per week;

=  Bananas have the highest per capita consump-
tion of any fruit at 27.3 pounds per person per
year!

Although bananas are a favorite, the following
statistics lead to the conclusion that bananas do not
always make it in to the shopping cart on every trip
to the supermarket, for some people have stated
that they do not always buy bananas:

s 22% of consumers say they would buy bananas
more often if the quality was higher

e 30% say they prefer bananas but sometime
chose not to buy.
It appears that retail displays need to be of opti-
mum quality and appearance. Ripeners can do their
part by ensuring that they are providing store pro-
duce personnel with the best quality bananas
through:
= Receiving and ripening bananas that are only in
the right condition (i.e., temperature, maturity,
age, etc)

» Correct ripening procedures (i.e., temperatures,
humidity, length of cycle, etc)

(U mtinued on page 2
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PROFILE OF A CATALYTIC RIPENER

O.P. Murphy & Sons
Soledad, California

Mr. Augustin E. Gonzales

POSITION: Shipping FRUIT RIPENED: Tomatoes
ETHYLENE SYSTEM USED: Catalytic Generators' Easy-Ripe® Generator with Ethy-Gen® 11 Ripening Concentrate
WHAT I LIKE MOST ABOUT CATALYTIC GENERATORS' PRODUCTS & SERVICES: “The results are always

consistently the same.”

THE MOST DIFFICULT ASPECT OF THE RIPENING BUSINESS: "keeping track of 78 truck loads of tomatoes in 14
different ripening rooms.”

THE MOST SATISFYING ASPECT OF THE RIPENING BUSINESS: "Seeing the tomatoes going on to the trucks with

uniform color.”
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RIPENING TIPS: Never apply ethylene to tomatoes that are too hot.
HOBBIES: Making Machaca Burritas for the Sales Department

' If you know of a ripener who you would like fo see
featured here, please contact us at
Catalyiic Generators!
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We are a manufacturer and
: distributor of :
. Ethylene Generators & Concentrate
: and Ripening Room Supplies, .
including Instruments for:
o Temperature, Humidity, Ethylene
o Control, Product Protection, & more. |
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Efficient and prompt shipping (at cor- =
rect temperatures, limiting time be- BACK ISSUES
tween leaving the ripening room and o e
arriving at the store backroom) o “
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© With a good banana receiving, ripening,

- and shipping program in place, bananas

Here's how to reach us:
Catalytic Generators, Inc.
1185 Pineridge Road
Morfolk, Wa, 23502-2095
Toll Free (200 446-8100
Phone (757) 855-0191
Facsimile (757) 855-4155
E-Mail: catalytic@symweb com
On the Internet:
http:ifcatalytic.symweb.com

+ Motz Statistics from The Packer "Fresh Trends, " 198

- will make it in most every shopping cart
- and keep their place as the leading item in
- the produce department

We have more Infarmation on suggested banana
o procedares thal we will gladly provide upon request.
o oJdustcail s toll free (800) 446-8100.
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If vou missed any of our
previous issues of
The Ripener newsletter,
we have them available
free of charge by request.

Simply call us at
(B00) 446-8100
and we'll get
them to you!







