
Matthew

The Genealogy of  Jesus the Messiah

1 This is the ge ne al o gy a of  Jesus the Mes si
ah b the son of Da vid, the son of Abra ham:

 2 Abra ham was the fa ther of Isaac,
  Isaac the fa ther of Ja cob,
  Ja cob the fa ther of Ju dah and his broth

ers,
 3 Ju dah the fa ther of Pe rez and Ze rah, 

 whose moth er was Ta mar,
  Pe rez the fa ther of Hez ron,
  Hez ron the fa ther of Ram,
 4 Ram the fa ther of Am min a dab,
  Am min a dab the fa ther of Nah shon,
  Nah shon the fa ther of Sal mon,
 5 Sal mon the fa ther of Boaz,  whose moth

er was Ra hab,
  Boaz the fa ther of Obed,  whose moth er 

was Ruth,
  Obed the fa ther of Jes se,
 6 and Jes se the fa ther of King Da vid.

  Da vid was the fa ther of Sol o mon,  whose 
moth er had been Uri ah’s wife,

 7 Sol o mon the fa ther of Re ho bo am,
  Re ho bo am the fa ther of Abi jah,
  Abi jah the fa ther of Asa,
 8 Asa the fa ther of Je hosh a phat,
  Je hosh a phat the fa ther of Je ho ram,
  Je ho ram the fa ther of Uz zi ah,
 9 Uz zi ah the fa ther of Jo tham,
  Jo tham the fa ther of Ahaz,
  Ahaz the fa ther of Hez e ki ah,
 10 Hez e ki ah the fa ther of Ma nas seh,
  Ma nas seh the fa ther of Amon,
  Amon the fa ther of Jo si ah,
 11 and Jo si ah the fa ther of Jec o ni ah c and 

his broth ers at the time of the ex ile 
to Bab ylon.

 12 Af ter the ex ile to Bab ylon:
  Jec o ni ah was the fa ther of She al ti el,
  She al ti el the fa ther of Ze rub ba bel,
 13 Ze rub ba bel the fa ther of Abi hud,
  Abi hud the fa ther of Eli a kim,
  Eli a kim the fa ther of Azor,
 14 Azor the fa ther of Za dok,
  Za dok the fa ther of Akim,
  Akim the fa ther of Eli hud,
 15 Eli hud the fa ther of El e a zar,
  El e a zar the fa ther of Mat than,
  Mat than the fa ther of Ja cob,
 16 and Ja cob the fa ther of Jo seph, the 

hus band of Mary, and Mary was 
the moth er of  Jesus who is  called 
the Mes si ah.

17 Thus  there were four teen gen er a tions in 
all from Abra ham to Da vid, four teen from 

Da vid to the ex ile to Bab ylon, and four teen 
from the ex ile to the Mes si ah.

Joseph Accepts  Jesus as His Son
18 This is how the  birth of  Jesus the Mes si ah 

came  about d: His moth er Mary was  pledged to 
be mar ried to Jo seph, but be fore they came to
geth er, she was  found to be preg nant  through 
the Holy Spir it. 19 Be cause Jo seph her hus band 
was faith ful to the law, and yet e did not want 
to ex pose her to pub lic dis grace, he had in 
mind to di vorce her qui et ly.

20 But af ter he had con sid ered this, an an gel 
of the Lord ap peared to him in a  dream and 
said, “Jo seph son of Da vid, do not be  afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, be cause what is 
con ceived in her is from the Holy Spir it. 21 She 
will give  birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name  Jesus, f be cause he will save his 
peo ple from  their sins.”

22 All this took  place to ful fill what the Lord 
had said  through the proph et: 23 “The vir gin 
will con ceive and give  birth to a son, and they 
will call him Im man u el” g (which  means “God 
with us”).

24 When Jo seph woke up, he did what the an
gel of the Lord had com mand ed him and took 
Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not con
sum mate their mar riage un til she gave  birth 
to a son. And he gave him the name  Jesus.

The Magi Visit the Messiah

2 Af ter  Jesus was born in Beth le hem in Ju
dea, dur ing the time of King Her od, Magi h 

from the east came to Je ru sa lem 2 and  asked, 
“Where is the one who has been born king of 
the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to wor ship him.”

3 When King Her od  heard this he was dis
turbed, and all Je ru sa lem with him. 4 When 
he had  called to geth er all the peo ple’s  chief 
 priests and teach ers of the law, he  asked them 
 where the Mes si ah was to be born. 5 “In Beth
le hem in Ju dea,” they re plied, “for this is what 
the proph et has writ ten:
 6 “ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
  are by no means least among the rulers 

of Judah;
  for out of you will come a ruler
  who will shepherd my people Israel.’ i ”

7 Then Her od  called the Magi se cret ly and 
 found out from them the ex act time the star 
had ap peared. 8 He sent them to Beth le hem 
and said, “Go and  search care ful ly for the 
 child. As soon as you find him, re port to me, 
so that I too may go and wor ship him.”

a 1 Or is an account of the origin    b 1 Or  Jesus Christ. Messiah (Hebrew) and Christ (Greek) both 
mean Anointed One; also in verse 18.    c 11 That is, Jehoiachin; also in verse 12    d 18 Or The  
origin of  Jesus the Messiah was like this    e 19 Or was a righteous man and    f 21  Jesus is the  
Greek form of Joshua, which means the Lord saves.    g 23 Isaiah 7:14    h 1 Traditionally wise men    
i 6 Micah 5:2,4    
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9 Af ter they had  heard the king, they went 

on  their way, and the star they had seen when 
it rose went  ahead of them un til it  stopped 
over the  place  where the  child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they were over joyed. 11 On 
com ing to the  house, they saw the  child with 
his moth er Mary, and they  bowed down and 
wor shiped him. Then they  opened  their trea
sures and pre sent ed him with  gifts of gold, 
frank in cense and  myrrh. 12 And hav ing been 
 warned in a  dream not to go back to Her od, 
they re turned to  their coun try by an oth er 
route.

The escape to egypt
13 When they had gone, an an gel of the Lord 

ap peared to Jo seph in a  dream. “Get up,” he 
said, “take the  child and his moth er and es
cape to  Egypt. Stay  there un til I tell you, for 
Her od is go ing to  search for the  child to kill 
him.”

14 So he got up, took the  child and his moth er 
dur ing the  night and left for  Egypt, 15 where 
he  stayed un til the  death of Her od. And so 
was ful filled what the Lord had said  through 
the proph et: “Out of  Egypt I  called my son.” a

16 When Her od re al ized that he had been 
out wit ted by the Magi, he was fu ri ous, and he 
gave or ders to kill all the boys in Beth le hem 
and its vi cin i ty who were two  years old and 
un der, in ac cor dance with the time he had 
 learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 
 through the proph et Jer e mi ah was ful filled:
 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah,
  weeping and great mourning,
  Rachel weeping for her children
  and refusing to be comforted,
  because they are no more.” b

The Return to Nazareth
19 Af ter Her od died, an an gel of the Lord 

ap peared in a  dream to Jo seph in  Egypt 20 and 
said, “Get up, take the  child and his moth er 
and go to the land of Is ra el, for  those who 
were try ing to take the  child’s life are dead.”

21 So he got up, took the  child and his moth er 
and went to the land of Is ra el. 22 But when he 
 heard that Ar che la us was reign ing in Ju dea 
in  place of his fa ther Her od, he was  afraid to 
go  there. Hav ing been  warned in a  dream, 
he with drew to the dis trict of Gal i lee, 23 and 
he went and  lived in a town  called Naz a reth. 
So was ful filled what was said  through the 
proph ets, that he would be  called a Naz a rene.

John the Baptist Prepares the way

3 In  those days John the Bap tist came, 
preach ing in the wil der ness of Ju dea 2 and 

say ing, “Re pent, for the king dom of heav en 
has come near.” 3 This is he who was spo ken 
of  through the proph et Isa iah:
  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.’ ” c

4 John’s  clothes were made of cam el’s hair, 
and he had a leath er belt  around his  waist. His 
food was lo custs and wild hon ey. 5 Peo ple went 
out to him from Je ru sa lem and all Ju dea and 
the  whole re gion of the Jor dan. 6 Con fess ing 
 their sins, they were bap tized by him in the 
Jor dan Riv er.

7 But when he saw many of the Phar i sees 
and Sad du cees com ing to  where he was bap
tiz ing, he said to them: “You  brood of vi pers! 
Who  warned you to flee from the com ing 
 wrath? 8 Pro duce  fruit in keep ing with re pen
tance. 9 And do not  think you can say to your
selves, ‘We have Abra ham as our fa ther.’ I tell 
you that out of  these  stones God can  raise up 
chil dren for Abra ham. 10 The ax is al ready at 
the root of the  trees, and ev ery tree that does 
not pro duce good  fruit will be cut down and 
 thrown into the fire.

11 “I bap tize you with d wa ter for re pen tance. 
But af ter me  comes one who is more pow er ful 
than I,  whose san dals I am not wor thy to car
ry. He will bap tize you with d the Holy Spir it 
and fire. 12 His win now ing fork is in his hand, 
and he will  clear his thresh ing  floor, gath er
ing his  wheat into the barn and burn ing up 
the  chaff with un quench able fire.”

The Baptism of  Jesus
13 Then  Jesus came from Gal i lee to the Jor

dan to be bap tized by John. 14 But John  tried 
to de ter him, say ing, “I need to be bap tized by 
you, and do you come to me?”

15  Jesus re plied, “Let it be so now; it is prop er 
for us to do this to ful fill all righ teous ness.” 
Then John con sent ed.

16 As soon as  Jesus was bap tized, he went 
up out of the wa ter. At that mo ment heav en 
was  opened, and he saw the Spir it of God de
scend ing like a dove and alight ing on him. 
17 And a  voice from heav en said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”

 Jesus Is Tested in the wilderness

4 Then  Jesus was led by the Spir it into the 
wil der ness to be tempt ed e by the dev il. 2 Af

ter fast ing for ty days and for ty  nights, he was 
hun gry. 3 The tempt er came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell  these  stones 
to be come bread.”

4  Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall 
not live on  bread  alone, but on ev ery word that 
 comes from the  mouth of God.’ f ”

5 Then the dev il took him to the holy city 
and had him  stand on the high est  point of 
the tem ple. 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he 
said, “throw your self down. For it is writ ten:
  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning 

you,
  and they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot 

against a stone.’ g ”
7  Jesus an swered him, “It is also writ ten: 

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ h ”

a 15 Hosea 11:1    b 18 Jer. 31:15    c 3 Isaiah 40:3    d 11 Or in    e 1 The Greek for tempted can also 
mean tested.    f 4 Deut. 8:3    g 6 Psalm 91:11,12    h 7 Deut. 6:16    
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8 Again, the dev il took him to a very high 

moun tain and  showed him all the king doms 
of the  world and  their splen dor. 9 “All this I 
will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down 
and wor ship me.”

10  Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Sa tan! 
For it is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord your God, 
and  serve him only.’ a ”

11 Then the dev il left him, and an gels came 
and at tend ed him.

 Jesus Begins to Preach
12 When  Jesus  heard that John had been put 

in pris on, he with drew to Gal i lee. 13 Leav ing 
Naz a reth, he went and  lived in Ca per na um, 
 which was by the lake in the area of Zeb u
lun and Naph ta li —   14 to ful fill what was said 
 through the proph et Isa iah:
 15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
  the Way of the Sea, beyond the  

Jordan,
  Galilee of the Gentiles —  
 16 the people living in darkness
  have seen a great light;
  on those living in the land of the shadow 

of death
  a light has dawned.” b

17 From that time on  Jesus be gan to  preach, 
“Re pent, for the king dom of heav en has come 
near.”

 Jesus Calls His First Disciples
18 As  Jesus was walk ing be side the Sea of 

Gal i lee, he saw two broth ers, Si mon  called Pe
ter and his broth er An drew. They were cast ing 
a net into the lake, for they were fish er men. 
19 “Come, fol low me,”  Jesus said, “and I will 
send you out to fish for peo ple.” 20 At once they 
left  their nets and fol lowed him.

21 Go ing on from  there, he saw two oth er 
broth ers,  James son of Zeb e dee and his broth
er John. They were in a boat with  their fa ther 
Zeb e dee, pre par ing  their nets.  Jesus  called 
them, 22 and im me di ate ly they left the boat and 
 their fa ther and fol lowed him.

 Jesus Heals the Sick
23  Jesus went through out Gal i lee, teach ing 

in  their syn a gogues, pro claim ing the good 
news of the king dom, and heal ing ev ery dis
ease and sick ness  among the peo ple. 24 News 
 about him  spread all over Syr ia, and peo ple 
 brought to him all who were ill with var i ous 
dis eas es,  those suf fer ing se vere pain, the de
monpos sessed,  those hav ing sei zures, and 
the par a lyzed; and he  healed them. 25 Large 
 crowds from Gal i lee, the De cap o lis, c Je ru sa
lem, Ju dea and the re gion  across the Jor dan 
fol lowed him.

Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount

5 Now when  Jesus saw the  crowds, he went 
up on a moun tain side and sat down. His 

dis ci ples came to him, 2 and he be gan to  teach 
them.

The Beatitudes
He said:
 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4 Blessed are those who mourn,
  for they will be comforted.
 5 Blessed are the meek,
  for they will inherit the earth.
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness,
  for they will be filled.
 7 Blessed are the merciful,
  for they will be shown mercy.
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
  for they will see God.
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
  for they will be called children of God.
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness,
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when peo ple in sult you, 
per se cute you and false ly say all  kinds of evil 
 against you be cause of me. 12 Re joice and be 
glad, be cause  great is your re ward in heav
en, for in the same way they per se cut ed the 
proph ets who were be fore you.

Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the  earth. But if the 

salt los es its salt i ness, how can it be made 
 salty  again? It is no lon ger good for any thing, 
ex cept to be  thrown out and tram pled un der
foot.

14 “You are the  light of the  world. A town 
built on a hill can not be hid den. 15 Nei ther do 
peo ple  light a lamp and put it un der a bowl. 
In stead they put it on its  stand, and it  gives 
 light to ev ery one in the  house. 16 In the same 
way, let your  light  shine be fore oth ers, that 
they may see your good  deeds and glo ri fy 
your Fa ther in heav en.

The Fulfillment of the Law
17 “Do not  think that I have come to abol ish 

the Law or the Proph ets; I have not come to 
abol ish them but to ful fill them. 18 For tru ly I 
tell you, un til heav en and  earth dis ap pear, 
not the small est let ter, not the  least  stroke 
of a pen, will by any  means dis ap pear from 
the Law un til ev ery thing is ac com plished. 
19 There fore any one who sets  aside one of the 
 least of  these com mands and teach es oth ers 
ac cord ing ly will be  called  least in the king
dom of heav en, but who ev er prac tic es and 
teach es  these com mands will be  called  great 
in the king dom of heav en. 20 For I tell you that 
un less your righ teous ness sur pass es that of 
the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law, 
you will cer tain ly not en ter the king dom of 
heav en.

Murder
21 “You have  heard that it was said to the 

peo ple long ago, ‘You  shall not mur der, d 
and any one who mur ders will be sub ject to 

a 10 Deut. 6:13    b 16 Isaiah 9:1,2    c 25 That is, the Ten Cities    d 21 Exodus 20:13    
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judg ment.’ 22 But I tell you that any one who is 
an gry with a broth er or sis ter a , b will be sub
ject to judg ment.  Again, any one who says to 
a broth er or sis ter, ‘Raca,’ c is an swer able to 
the court. And any one who says, ‘You fool!’ 
will be in dan ger of the fire of hell.

23 “There fore, if you are of fer ing your gift at 
the al tar and  there re mem ber that your broth
er or sis ter has some thing  against you, 24 leave 
your gift  there in  front of the al tar.  First go 
and be rec on ciled to them; then come and of
fer your gift.

25 “Set tle mat ters quick ly with your ad ver
sary who is tak ing you to  court. Do it  while 
you are  still to geth er on the way, or your ad
ver sary may hand you over to the  judge, and 
the  judge may hand you over to the of fi cer, 
and you may be  thrown into pris on. 26 Tru ly 
I tell you, you will not get out un til you have 
paid the last pen ny.

Adultery
27 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘You 

 shall not com mit adul tery.’ d 28 But I tell you 
that any one who  looks at a wom an lust ful ly 
has al ready com mit ted adul tery with her in 
his  heart. 29 If your  right eye caus es you to 
stum ble,  gouge it out and  throw it away. It is 
bet ter for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your  whole body to be  thrown into 
hell. 30 And if your  right hand caus es you to 
stum ble, cut it off and  throw it away. It is bet
ter for you to lose one part of your body than 
for your  whole body to go into hell.

Divorce
31 “It has been said, ‘Any one who di vorc es 

his wife must give her a cer tif i cate of di vorce.’ e 
32 But I tell you that any one who di vorc es his 
wife, ex cept for sex u al im mo ral i ty, makes 
her the vic tim of adul tery, and any one who 
mar ries a di vorced wom an com mits adul tery.

Oaths
33 “Again, you have  heard that it was said to 

the peo ple long ago, ‘Do not  break your oath, 
but ful fill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 
34 But I tell you, do not  swear an oath at all: 
ei ther by heav en, for it is  God’s  throne; 35 or by 
the  earth, for it is his foot stool; or by Je ru sa
lem, for it is the city of the  Great King. 36 And 
do not  swear by your head, for you can not 
make even one hair  white or  black. 37 All you 
need to say is sim ply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; any thing 
be yond this  comes from the evil one. f

eye for eye
38 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Eye for 

eye, and  tooth for  tooth.’ g 39 But I tell you, do 
not re sist an evil per son. If any one  slaps you 
on the  right  cheek, turn to them the oth er 
 cheek also. 40 And if any one  wants to sue you 

and take your  shirt, hand over your coat as 
well. 41 If any one forc es you to go one mile, go 
with them two  miles. 42 Give to the one who 
asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who  wants to bor row from you.

Love for enemies
43 “You have  heard that it was said, ‘Love 

your neigh bor h and hate your en e my.’ 44 But I 
tell you, love your en e mies and pray for  those 
who per se cute you, 45 that you may be chil dren 
of your Fa ther in heav en. He caus es his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and  sends rain 
on the righ teous and the un righ teous. 46 If you 
love  those who love you, what re ward will 
you get? Are not even the tax col lec tors do ing 
that? 47 And if you  greet only your own peo ple, 
what are you do ing more than oth ers? Do not 
even pa gans do that? 48 Be per fect, there fore, 
as your heav en ly Fa ther is per fect.

Giving to the Needy

6 “Be care ful not to prac tice your righ teous
ness in  front of oth ers to be seen by them. 

If you do, you will have no re ward from your 
Fa ther in heav en.

2 “So when you give to the  needy, do not an
nounce it with trum pets, as the hyp o crites do 
in the syn a gogues and on the  streets, to be hon
ored by oth ers. Tru ly I tell you, they have re
ceived  their re ward in full. 3 But when you give 
to the  needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your  right hand is do ing, 4 so that your 
giv ing may be in se cret. Then your Fa ther, who 
sees what is done in se cret, will re ward you.

Prayer
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the 

hyp o crites, for they love to pray stand ing in 
the syn a gogues and on the  street cor ners to 
be seen by oth ers. Tru ly I tell you, they have 
re ceived  their re ward in full. 6 But when you 
pray, go into your room,  close the door and 
pray to your Fa ther, who is un seen. Then your 
Fa ther, who sees what is done in se cret, will 
re ward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep 
on bab bling like pa gans, for they  think they 
will be  heard be cause of  their many  words. 
8 Do not be like them, for your Fa ther  knows 
what you need be fore you ask him.

9 “This, then, is how you  should pray:
  “ ‘Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
 10 your kingdom come,
  your will be done,
  on earth as it is in heaven.
 11 Give us today our daily bread.
 12 And forgive us our debts,
  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
 13 And lead us not into temptation, i
  but deliver us from the evil one. j ’

a 22 The Greek word for brother or sister (adelphos) refers here to a fellow disciple, whether man or 
woman; also in verse 23.    b 22 Some manuscripts brother or sister without cause    
c 22 An Aramaic term of contempt    d 27 Exodus 20:14    e 31 Deut. 24:1    f 37 Or from evil    
g 38 Exodus 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21    h 43 Lev. 19:18    i 13 The Greek for temptation can also 
mean testing.    j 13 Or from evil ; some late manuscripts one, / for yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.    
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