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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

1) Who is American Pearl? 
 
American Pearl provides the highest-quality cultured pearls at a fraction of brick-and-mortar 
prices.    
 

2) How is American Pearl the leading innovator in pearl jewelry? 
 

American Pearl is one of the country�s oldest and most reputable pearl importers servicing North 
America with millions in sales to date.  The Company has surpassed its competition to become 
the nation�s foremost online source for premium quality pearls and pearl jewelry of all types from 
all over the globe.  
 

3) When was the company founded? 
 
Charlie Bakhash founded American Pearl & General Company in 1950 when he opened a 
storefront in the heart of the diamond district in New York City.  In 1997, his son, Eddie Bakhash, 
brought American Pearl & General Company into the Information Age by launching 
www.americanpearl.com. 
 

4) What is American Pearl's sales mix by product category? 
 
For 2006, pearl jewelry represented approximately XX% of American Pearl's net sales, with 
Australian South Sea at 33%, Black Tahitian South Sea at 33%, and Japanese Akoya Cultured 
aggregating 33%. 
 

5) What types of pearls does the Company have available? 
 
American Pearl offers White Australian South Sea, Black Tahitian South Sea, Japanese Akoya 
Cultured, Freshwater and Keshi.  Upon special request, American Pearl will also supply natural 
pearls. 
 

6) What types of pearls generate the most revenue for American Pearl? 
 
South Sea and Japanese Akoya Cultured pearls generate the most revenue because they are 
considered finer quality merchandise.  

 
7) What is the origin of pearls? 

 
Pearls are amongst the oldest and most universal of all gems. They are the most ancient jewels 
known to man and the only gem that is created by and from a living animal. The oldest surviving 
pearl necklace is 2000 years old; it was discovered in the sarcophagus of a Persian Princess! In 
many countries pearls were worn as a declaration of wealth and power. They were used as a 
talisman to bring good fortune or to ward off evil spirits and cure illnesses. Pearls were symbolic 
of purity, chastity and, naturally, feminine charm. 
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8) What are cultured pearls?  
 
Cultured pearls are organic gemstones that are formed by nature. As the saying goes, �no two 
pearls are exactly alike.� Cultured pearls result from a small irritant - a natural shell bead and/or a 
piece of fleshy tissue - implanted into living oysters (e.g., Akoya and South Sea) or mussels (e.g., 
Freshwater).  Oysters or mussels secrete a substance known as nacre which bonds to the irritant.  
The resulting layers of nacre form the pearls themselves. 
 

9) What are natural pearls? 
 
Natural pearls come about without human assistance.  When a foreign object, such as a parasite 
or piece of shell, accidentally lodges itself in an oyster's soft inner body so it cannot be expelled, 
a pearl is formed. This happens rarely enough that nearly all natural pearls one sees are found in 
estate jewelry collections. 
 

10) Why a pearl? 
 
Pearls have been a source of fascination for centuries emanating a certain warmth and glow not 
found in other gems, due to their unique beginnings. They are considered a fashion staple - icons 
like Jacqueline Kennedy, Grace Kelly, and Audrey Hepburn, with their legacy of style and good 
taste have once again become today�s role models.  Recently, pearls have captured the look on 
the red carpet and runways.  In the 2000�s, elegance has made a comeback and a demure, more 
aristocratic look is once again fashionable.   

 
11) Is there a standardized grading system for cultured pearls? 

 
Pearls have been bought and sold for thousands of years but there still is no widely accepted 
standardized grading system. Individual vendors tend to use their own. Because no two pearls 
are alike, such a grading system really requires hundreds of quality parameters. Also, the fact 
remains that some gem-quality pearls are so distinctive they defy comparison. 

 
12) What kind of pearl jewelry is the most popular? 

 
The Company�s earring collection and rings are always popular.  In addition, pearls that are round 
with high luster and extremely clean surfaces are also valuable since they represent what are 
known as �investment grade� pearls.   
 

13) Does American Pearl manufacture pearl jewelry?  
 
Yes, American Pearl manufactures over 1000 unique settings: rings, earrings, necklaces, 
pendants and bracelets.  In addition to the standard line of pearls, as discussed above, American 
Pearl customizes pieces based on customer requests using those same specialists who 
manufacture for the major jewelry outlets nationwide.  
 

14) Where are American Pearl's headquarters? 
 
The Company's headquarters are located at 576 Fifth Ave, Suite 1102, New York, NY 10036. 
Consumers are invited to make an appointment to view the pearls they are interested in. 
 

15)  Where can one find more information on American Pearl? 
 
You can find out much more by spending time on our Web site at www.americanpearl.com 
 

 


