PREFACE

Navigating the Fundamentals of Immigration Law is designed as a “core curriculum” handbook,
focusing on the fundamental elements of immigration law and practice. The articles in the book have
a two-fold purpose: to serve as a primer for students, paralegals, and practitioners new to the
immigration law field; and to serve as a tool for all practitioners who need a handy, updated
reference to fundamental explanations, arguments, and tips for a successful practice. This book
contains both original articles and updated articles from the American Immigration Lawyers
Association’s (AILA) Navigating the Fundamentals of Immigration Law (2008—09 Edition).

Many people are responsible for ensuring the timeliness and accuracy of these articles, and for
the successful production of this publication. I would like to especially thank Tatia L. Gordon-Troy
and Kathy Jo Frazier, who dedicated their time, experience, and unparalleled knowledge to this
project while juggling their own tasks of editing numerous other AILA publications. And, of course,
I would also like to thank all of the authors, who so willingly shared their expertise and volunteered
countless hours to provide the reader with invaluable information and insight into the practice of
immigration law.

Betsy Lawrence
June 2009
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