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PREFACE 

Navigating the Fundamentals of Immigration Law is designed as a “core curriculum” handbook, focusing 
on the fundamental elements of immigration law and practice. The articles in the book have a two-fold 
purpose: to serve as a primer for students, paralegals, and practitioners new to the immigration law field; and 
to serve as a tool for all practitioners who need a handy, updated reference to fundamental explanations, 
arguments, and tips for a successful practice. This book contains both original articles and updated articles 
from American Immigration Lawyers Association’s (AILA) Immigration & Nationality Law Handbook (INL) 
(2005–06 Edition).  

 
Many people are responsible for the timeliness and accuracy of these articles—in particular, the AILA 

members who donated their time as editors of the INL Handbook and the AILA staff who offered their 
expertise and guidance in producing Navigating the Fundamentals of Immigration Law. I would like to 
especially thank Howard Sam Myers III, Tatia L. Gordon-Troy, Danielle M. Polen, and Kathy Jo Frazier, 
who offered their knowledge and support amid juggling their own tasks of editing numerous other AILA 
publications. Finally, AILA would like to thank the authors, themselves, who so willingly shared their 
expertise and insights throughout these articles.  
 
 
 
        Grace E. Akers 
        June 2007 
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